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section is concluded by a brief review of the
prognosis for infants who suffer neonatal
intensive care and admission to special care
baby units. These last two chapters are
important issues not only for the staff of
these units but also for the parents whose
infants are 'inmates'.
The 11 chapters in the second section

discuss the attention that needs to be given
to providing for the emotional and physical
needs of the parents. The first three chap-
ters set the scene-which baby should be
admitted, how does one evaluate the care
given, how can one support the parents?
The next 8 chapters are written by nurses,
sociologists, psychologists, and physicians
with experience in neonatal care and give

practical experience and guidelines on im-
portant components of fostering optimal
parent-baby interaction. Specific problems
covered are malformed infants, how the
nurse should handle the parents on their
first visit to the unit, the problem of the
central referral unit, breast feeding of the
very immature infant, and lastly the
management of the family whose newborn
infant has died.
The final section of the book describes

how different units around the world
(Scandinavia, Africa, north and south
America, and a district and referral unit in
England) try to put theory into practice. In
widely disparate units it is clear that babies
weighing less than 2 kg should not be

routinely admitted and many very low
birthweight infants can be discharged home
at about 2 kg. Breast feeding preterm
babies is frequently possible given the
enthusiastic cooperation of medical and
nursing staff.
This book advances considerably the

'parental scene' in neonatal units since
Klaus and Kennell's original attempt of
1976 with 'Maternal-Infant Bonding'. It is a
book that all special care units should have
on their shelves for new staff to read. As a
neonatologist I found it thought provoking
and full of practical help.

NEIL MCINTOSH

British Paediatric Association

Working party on chronic disability in childhood and adolescence

Paediatricians working with handicapped children
have long been concerned about their problems,
especially those that arise when they become adults
and a paediatrician is no longer one of the consul-
tants involved in their care. The recommendation
that the British Paediatric Association (BPA)
should set up a working party to study the needs of
these children was made by an earlier working party
of the BPA/British Paediatric Neurology Associa-
tion (BPNA) which investigated neurological ser-
vices for children.' The Council of the BPA en-
dorsed this recommendation and asked Professor
K S Holt to convene a working party to consider not
just neurological problems but all forms of disability
and to include disabled young adults, especially
those with spina bifida. The working party was also
asked to consider the views of paediatric surgeons
and specialists in rehabilitation.
The working party comprises representatives

from the BPA and BPNA, together with an obser-
ver from the Departments of Health and Social
Security. Members at present include Dr Martin
Bax, Dr Corinna Weaver, Dr Ruth Day, Dr Lewis

Rosenbloom, and Dr Ruth Powell.
At its first meeting the following statement of

purpose was made:

'The working party propose to review the medical
contribution to the prevention, treatment and manage-
ment of chronic disability in childhood and adolescence
and the role of paediatricians and paediatric neurologists
in particular and to make recommendations concerning
services, staff, training, and research.'

The convener of the working party would be
pleased to receive comments from readers of the
Archives of Disease in Childhood, who should write
to Professor Kenneth S Holt, Convener, Working
Party on Chronic Disability in Childhood and
Adolescence, The Wolfson Centre, Mecklenburgh
Square, London WC1N 2AP.
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