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Major Problems in Childhood Cancer. Edited by
CARL POCHEDLY and THOMAS F. NECHELES. (Pp.
xi + 379; illustrated + tables. U.S. $14.75.)
Springfield, Illinois: Thomas. 1973.
This book presents the problems of cancer in

childhood to the paediatrician practising in the com-
munity in an attempt to bring him up to date with
present methods of management. The book has 11
different contributors and each chapter deals with a
different major tumour. In addition, there are chapters
on leukaemia, unusual forms of leukaemia, and on
immunotherapy of cancer. Each contributor attempts
to discuss clinical presentation, diagnosis, laboratory
findings, and treatment. There is, however, a great
variation in the emphasis placed on these different
aspects in the various chapters, and it is often necessary
for the reader to search for relevant information
regarding essential investigatory procedures among
details of tests more appropriate to research centres.
The chapter on leukaemia is sketchy in its information

and is out of date in advice on treatment. There is very
little mention of the more up-to-date protocols.
Though the importance of infection is emphasized, little
practical advice is given to the doctor on how to manage
the problem, and though suitable antibiotics are
suggested, no mention is made of appropriate dose
regimens. The management of acute myeloblastic
leukaemia is not covered. The chapter on tumours of
the central nervous system is succinct and orientated to
therapy, and therefore gives the reader a clear and concise
account of the problem and the principles of therapy,
which could be used as a guideline for management.
The problem of support of the families of children with
malignant disease is not covered by any of the
contributors and yet must be of major importance to the
community physician. This book does not succeed in
presenting the problem of childhood malignancy to the
doctor associated only with occasional cases, and in fact
illustrates how difficult it is to include such people in the
management of this important group of disorders.

Immunologic Disorders in Infants and Children.
Edited by E. RICHARD STIEHM and VINCENT A.
FuLGINITI. (Pp. xv + 637; 112 illustrations + tables.
,11.05.) London, Philadelphia, and Toronto:
Saunders. 1973.
Immunology is becoming therapeutically useful in

paediatric practice. However, reports of successful
treatment are scattered in different specialist joumals, so
the appearance of this major multiauthor review is
welcome. In the first of the book's three parts, develop-
mental immunology and some fundamental concepts are
discussed; a detailed account of the primary immuno-
deficiency diseases forms the second part; and the third
contains descriptions of diseases with immunopatho-
logical associations. An appeal to both specialist and
general readers has, perhaps rather optimistically, been
aimed at. Some of the chapters in the first part,
particularly those on immunoglobulins and on
phagocytes, are clear and concise. Others which are

more comprehensive than critical may be less helpful to
the nonspecialist. The introductory chapter to the
second part of the book gives an outstandingly lucid
account of the diagnosis and investigation of children
with possible immunodeficiencies. Clinicians may
appreciate the detail with which the interpretation of
laboratory tests is handled. This high standard is
maintained in the subsequent chapters on immuno-
deficiency and the referencing is comprehensive. Less
satisfactory, however, are the discussions of non-
immunological topics such as differential diagnosis and
treatment in the contributions on the immunological
aspects of paediatric illness. It is hard to see the
relevance of these in an immunology book when they are
better dealt with in appropriate specialist works.

This book will be a valuable reference work and it is
hoped that paediatricians will have access to it.

Urinary Tract Infection. Proceedings of the Second
National Symposium held in London, March 1972.
Elited by WILLIAM BRUMFITT and A. W. AssCHER.
(Pp. xiv + 258; illustrated + tables. £5.00.)
London: Oxford University Press. 1973.
There is considerable interest among paediatricians in

urinary infection, particularly in methods of diagnosis; in
screening programmes; in the relation between covert
infection and the development of chronic pyelonephritis;
in the importance of vesicoureteric reflux; and in the
choice of antibiotics for therapy. This symposium
covered a wide field, but only a few papers were
relevant to paediatrics or were concemed with some of
these problems, though work on bacteriuria in pregnancy
and the effect on fetal growth (if any) is of interest. The
relation between serum antibodies to organisms causing
infection in children and the finding of radiological
abnormalities is discussed; while a statistical correlation
is shown, it is not possible to predict that a high antibody
titre necessarily means kidney damage or vice versa.
Two studies of covert bacteriuria in normal school-
children are reported, but the value of treatment in
preventing damage or further damage to the kidneys is
not yet clear. The importance of choosing antibiotics
which do not alter the sensitivities of bowel flora when
starting on long-term prophylaxis is discussed, and it is
shown that reinfections usually occur with resistant
organisms and that ampicillin and sulphonamides are
particularly likely to lead to the emergence of resistant
strains. The various sessions were devoted to screening
techniques, the natural history of urinary infection in
adults, the pathogenesis and immunology of urinary
infection, frequency, dysuria, and pyelonephritis, and to
therapy including antibiotics.
The book is well produced and many papers are

followed by a brief summary of the discussion or by
editorial criticism. Nonetheless, it has been published
18 months after the symposium, and some of the in-
formation presented is now available elsewhere. There
is much to be said for papers at a symposium being
submitted unedited to the publishers either before or at
the time of the symposium and then published in a
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