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a useful statement of the physiological background and
the principles of pre- and postoperative care. The
monitoring of the child after surgery receives special
attention with a useful warning ofthe need for monitoring
of monitors.

Special techniques are required in the resuscitation
and maintenance of nutrition of the newborn baby, and
it is for this reason that problems such as tracheostomy
and central venous feeding are discussed in considerable
detail.

In the chapters on respiratory and cardiovascular
emergencies the techniques which the authors prefer in
tracheo-oesophageal fistula, diaphragmatic hernia, and
the major types of congenital heart disease are presented
in a series of very clear diagrams so that the text is not
overburdened with technical details. The section on
the alimentary tract is followed by useful short chapters
on birth trauma, skin defects, and abdominal masses, and
altogether the book covers a wide range of neonatal
problems which come within the scope of emergency
surgery.
There is no doubt that this is a very useful guide for

resident staff involved in the care of neonates undergoing
emergency surgery. It should be particularly useful
both to paediatricians in training and to established
paediatricians to give them, in a clear and simple way,
one method of handling the problems which may have
first been admitted to a medical ward. However, there
must be many paediatric surgeons who would not agree
with the statement that 'a common component for all
cases ofnewbom intestinal obstruction is a gastrostomy'.
Many of these babies can be managed perfectly well with
nasogastric suction if the nursing staff are of sufficiently
high quality to know how to look after it. The hazards
of a gastrostomy are not adequately stressed, in particu-
lar the nutritional problems which can arise if the gastro-
stomy tube slips through the pylorus so that the feeding
is directly into the duodenum or jejunum.
There are also a few places where the wording is

imprecise. The term 'bilious vomiting' is used without
an indication of whether the colour is yellow or green,
an important observation in distinguishing cases of
ileus (dynamic or adynamic) from other causes of
vomiting.
Although many of the diagrams are excellent (in fact

most of them are borrowed from other publications) it
is a pity that the artist has not been able to draw a
patient who looks something like an infant, but more
like an acromegalic or a gorilla.

These are minor blemishes in a first class book,
certainly one for every library and also for the paedia-
trician dealing with neonates who wants to know what
can be done for them by operation.

Behavior Disorders in Children. 4th ed. By
HARRY BAKWIN and RuTH MomRis BAKwIN. (Pp.
xv + 714; 27 figures + 33 tables. £7.45.) Phila-
delphia, London, and Toronto: Saunders. 1972.)
Ruth and Harry Bakwin are senior American paedia-

tricians with a long and prestigious record of contribu-
tions to paediatric literature. Regrettably, this book
is not one of their best. To begin with its title is
misleading for those English readers not familiar with
transatlantic terminology. In the United States
behavioural paediatrics is a term sometimes applied to
functional disturbance, including habit-disorder, as
distinct from organic lesions (not always an easy differen-
tiation); whereas in England behaviour disorder usually
refers to antisocial conduct pattems. This book
adopts the wider American connotation. Within that
context it sets out to present an impressive volume of
data, ranging in scope from principles of growth and
development (both physiological and psychological)
through notes on history taking and examination,
intelligence, personality, and special sense assessment
procedures, to a series of clinical situations and disorders
which exemplify these principles, including disorders due
to developmental immaturity-currently an apposite
topic. There are also sections, for example, on juvenile
drug abuse, depression, and suicide-all equally
apposite. However, the section on childhood psychosis
is perhaps not quite so up-to-date in that little reference
is made to recent work in this country on differential
diagnostic criteria.

Nevertheless, there is something here for everyone,
i.e. the paediatrician, child psychiatrist, or child psycho-
logist in training-though the book represents a kind of
clinical potpourri rather than a cohesive whole. This
does not make for the easiest ofreading, and neither does
the style of presentation, which is inclined to be rather
pedantic. Bearing in mind the distinguished dual
authorship, there is, moreover, a curious absence of
personal stamp about the text, which somehow detracts
from its intrinsic appeal. Add to this its major size,
with a price tag in proportion, and the overall impression
is one of luke-warm, rather than unequivocal
commendation.
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