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here. It is interesting and unusual to find all the
chief warriors confronting each other in the flesh:
and though signs of academic strife are still occasionally
apparent, it is reassuring to find the protagonists more
concemed with the realities than with the semantics.

This book will long remain a most valuable, standard
text and is strongly recommended to those whose real
concern is for the great majority of our children.

The Growth Plate and its Disorders. Edited by
MERCER RANG. (Pp. xi+203; illustrated. 55s)
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone.
1969.
This volume is based on a conference held in Jamaica

and sponsored by the University of the West Indies in
January 1967. The orthopaedic surgeons in that
university have long had a particular interest in the
growth plate, as tibia vara is a common condition there,
while comparatively rare in North America and Europe.

There are 21 contributors to the 9 chapters, but the
editor has avoided the faults of excessive repetition or
conflicting statements which sometimes occur in this
type of book. Moreover, the style of writing and stand-
ard of presentation is unusually uniform. Cross-
references are given in the individual chapters, and there
is an extensive bibliography and an accurate index.
The term 'growth plate' is preferred to 'epiphysial

plate' as, of course, the plate contributes new bone only
to the metaphysis.
As would be expected, the section on renal osteodys-

trophy by Prof. C. E. Dent is particularly authoritative,
but many sections serve to show how little is known of
the structure and chemistry of the growth plate and its
disorders. Even less is known of the treatment of
growth plate problems, but what is known is set out
clearly in this volume which will form a useful reference
book until out-dated by later research.
The standard of printing and illustration is high.

Treatment of Hemorrhagic Disorders. Edited by
OscAR D. RATNOFF. (Pp. 242; illustrated. $8.50).
New York: Hoeber Medical Division, Harper and
Row. 1968.
This collection of a dozen articles is written for non-

specialists by acknowledged experts in the field. After
an excellent introductory chapter by the Editor on the
principles of diagnosis of bleeding disorders, there
follow six articles on the management of the hereditary
disorders of blood coagulation, covering the general
principles, surgical, orthopaedic and dental care,
psychiatric and social problems, and genetic counselling.
The second section of the book is devoted to the
acquired haemorrhagic disorders, and includes accounts
of the treatment of the numerous different conditions
which result in intravascular coagulation and the
'defibrination syndrome', and of the thrombocytopenic
and non-thrombocytopenic purpuras.

Considering the compactness of the volume, the
whole field is covered remarkably comprehensively.

Many of the chapters include quite detailed therapeutic
instructions, and each is completed by a carefully chosen
set of references. The index is disappointingly un-
informative, but frequent cross-reference between the
chapters make this fault a minor one. The book
can be thoroughly recommended to all clinicians who
are concerned with the management of this group of
disorders.

Urinary Tract Infection. Proceedings of the First
National Symposium, held in London, April 1968.
Edited by FRANcIs O'GRADY and WILLIAM BRUMFIT.
(Pp. xi + 244; 18 plates, 55 figures and 88 tables.
50s.) London: Oxford University Press. 1968.
This book reports the proceedings of the First

National Symposium on Urinary Tract Infection held
in April 1968, and with only two exceptions the papers
are reproduced in full. At the end of each paper there
is a pricis of the subsequent discussion and a useful,
sometimes exhaustive, bibliography. Among many
interesting articles, it is worth mentioning those dealing
with urine as a bacterial growth medium, and some
intriguing data derived from models or computers
simulating a urinary tract. Papers describing the
special problems of diagnosis in small infants, and
suprapubic aspiration as the technique for obtaining
satisfactory urine specimens, deserve attention. Indeed
the list could be greatly extended. The book is a
stimulating collection of information, valuable especially
as a source of reference to recent advances in this field,
and very useful as an aide-memoire to those who attended
the original symposium. As a collection of papers it is
necessarily very heterogeneous in content and style,
prone to repetition in places, and lacking emphasis in
others. Limitation of time at the original presentation
accounts for many of the omissions, as the editors
readily acknowledge, and, provided the book is not
regarded as a comprehensive account of urinary tract
infection, the reader will not be disappointed by its
contents. The book is reasonably priced, contains a
wealth of up-to-date information legibly presented
and clearly illustrated. It can be recommended to
anyone interested in the topic who needs some fresh
stimulating ideas.

Research in Muscular Dystrophy. The Proceedings
of the Fourth Symposium on Current Research in
Muscular Dystrophy held at The National Hospital,
Queen Square, London W.C.1. January 11-12,
1968. Edited by Members of the Research Com-
mittee of the Muscular Dystrophy Group. (Pp. 472;
illustrated + tables. 60s.) London: Pitman Medical
Publishing Company. 1968.
This symposium consists of 33 papers on research

relating to muscle disorders. The opening lecture
by Nattrass reviews succinctly the development of
ideas on muscle disease since Duchenne's description of
the pseudohypertrophic variety exactly a 100 years ago.
The remaining papers are grouped into 4 chapters:
clinical and genetic studies, anatomical and patho-
logical studies, biochemical studies, and neurophysio-
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