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and have used it in one case only. They regard failure
of craniotomies to cure the condition as being due to
the presence of severe atrophy of the brain and indicative
of a bad prognosis.

This volume can be recommended as an excellent
summary of present knowledge of an important condi-
tion. There is a comprehensive bibliography covering
English and Continental literature, which adds greatly
to its value.

Infectious Diseases of Children. 4th edition. By
SAUL KRUGMAN and ROBERT WARD. (Pp. xi + 428;
illustrated + tables +- 9 colour plates. 148s. 6d.)
Saint Louis: The C. V. Mosby Company; London:
Henry Kimpton. 1968.
This book, revised for the fourth time since its first

appearance 10 years ago, gives an up-to-date, clear,
accurate, and (in the main) practical account of fevers
in childhood. The presentation is attractive and does
not burden the memory with superfluous and unhelpful
details. There is a notable chapter on rubella which
includes a detailed account of the congenital form, the
latter largely based on experience with the 1964 American
outbreak.

It is difficult to fault this excellent book, but it does
seem remarkable that in a volume with this title, in
which there are excellent chapters on sepsis in the
newborn and acute respiratory disease in the young,
there should be no reference at all to coliform diarrhoea,
one of the most infectious of diseases affecting babies.
This is even the case in the sections dealing with differen-
tial diagnoses in the chapters on salmonella and shigella
infections. Again, though the common cold, matters
relating to echo virus infections, and staphylococcal
enterocolitis all appear in the subject index, no mention
is made of gastroenteritis or Esch. coli infections.
The volume is excellently printed and liberally

illustrated, there being nine magnificent colour repro-
ductions. The latter, undoubtedly, contribute to the
high price of the book-just over £7. Though expen-
sive, the book will be of the greatest value to students,
teachers, and practitioners, and should, therefore, be
available in all teaching centres.

Acute Respiratory Diseases. Symposium Organized
by the College of Pathologists and Delivered in
London in February 1968. Edited by D. A. J.
TYRRELL. (Pp. xii + 134; illustrated + tables. 30s.)
Published for the College of Pathologists by the
Journal of Clinical Pathology, B.M.A. House,
Tavistock Square, London W.C.1. 1968.
This is a report of a Symposium, organized by the

College of Pathologists, and held in London in February
1968. Though a 'paper-back', the quality of paper,
printing, and illustration (confined to black and white)
are all that one might wish.

Predictably there is a sound pathological basis for
each paper delivered by an expert in the selected prob-
lems faced. A majority of these are concerned with

virus (and mycoplasma) infections, of which much
has been learned in the past decade, but there is no
obsession with bacteriology. Epidemiology is given
due respect in a valuable account from Professor S. D.
M. Court of a population study as it concerns children
in Newcastle upon Tyne.
The other item of particular interest to the paediatri-

cian is an excellent and positive paper by Dr. John
L. Emery on acute infections of the lower respiratory
tract. His suggestion that virus invasion may initiate
a complex of fulminating vicious cycles of hypoxia
and cerebral oedema provoked a useful general dis-
cussion on 'cot death'.

Physicians have come to accept that practical physio-
logy of respiration is well understood by the modern
anaesthetist, and this understanding of disturbances in
acute respiratory disease is convincingly explained,
partly in mechanical terms, by Professor John S.
Robinson who has led much of our recent thinking
on intensive care.
An attempt at a comprehensive study of acute res-

piratory diseases must include reference to allergy,
and a short paper on immunological mechanisms
concludes the proceedings, most of which, however,
will prove to be of greater interest to the general or
chest physicians rather than to those specializing in
diseases of childhood.

Structural Basis of Renal Disease. Edited by
E. LOVELL BECKER. (Pp. xii + 770; 595 figures.
$39.50.) New York & London: Hoeber Medical
Division, Harper and Row. 1968.
This book is an interesting product of the present

fashion in nephrology. Having passed the morbid
anatomical phase of development, with all the interpre-
tative hazards of any morphological exercise, nephrology
emerged into a heyday of functional study only to be
plunged again into morphology by the advent of renal
biopsy, the electron microscope, immunofluorescent
technique, micropuncture, and nephron dissection.
The result, well reflected in this book, has been a spring-
cleaning exercise of clearing out once-loved artefacts and
rediscovering forgotten treasures. The writers have in
the main carefully avoided the well-known errors of
structural interpretation. For example, the early
temptation to regard the foot-process fusion lesion as
specific has been criticized. However, the elimination
of functional studies and response to therapy, no doubt
prompted by the ambiguities of past clinico-pathological
correlations, has produced some blind spots. It is
impossible to give a coherent account of the nephrotic
syndrome by reference chiefly to morphology. Though
the authors have a refreshing preparedness to admit our
present ignorance, the book reflects well the present
state of the subject-many new trees which do not yet
make a wood.
The emphasis on structure is incomplete: the book is

almost exclusively about microscopy. Some of the best
recent work outside the U.S.A. on gross structural
changes (e.g. pyelonephritis, phenacetin nephropathy) is
not discussed.
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The production of the book is, in general, pleasing-

good paper, not over-glossy, excellent setting out,
plentiful illustration. Indeed, in places it is really an
annotated atlas rather than a textbook. It could be
argued that it is too lavish, too 'permanent' for ready
revision of a growing subject, but this might be to
underestimate American thoroughness. Unfortunately,
the references are not fully representative of the world
literature and contain a number of misprints, as do the
figure legends, some of which seem to have been com-
pletely transposed.
As an introduction to biopsy microscopy, including its

comparative biology, and as a reflection of the present
revisionary storm in renal disease this book is strongly
recommended to the critical reader. It has less to offer
in terms of a complete or argued case on renal disease,
but that might be impossible of achievement in the
present state of knowledge. It does not pretend to offer
a structure-function related presentation.

Early Experience and Behaviour. The Psycho-
biology of Development. Edited by GRANT
NEWTON and SEYMOUR LEVINE. (Pp. xii + 785;
illustrated + tables. $28.50.) Springfield, Illinois,
U.S.A.: Charles C. Thomas. 1968.
There are those who have the opportunity to give their

time to studying development. Those who have, over
the years, discovered how necessary for clinical use with
normal and handicapped children is some smattering of
knowledge in this field can only be impressed by this
book of 26 authors and 777 pages. One author each
comes from U.S.S.R., U.K., and Canada; 23 from the
United States, today the leading patron of scientific
research.

I can certainly recommend paediatricians to browse
through the book to get ideas of the areas and topics on
which research is in progress.
Denenberg refers to the concept of the critical period.

Scott hypothesized one for basic social relationships,
certain optimal periods of learning, and a critical period

involving the life-long general effects of stimulation in
early life. Denenberg's review deals with the last, and
notes for example that in animals handling shortly after
birth reduces later 'emotionality' as judged by the
reaction in adult life to an electric shock, but that the
exact age and type of 'handling' affect the results.

Levine and Mullins' review of hormones in infancy
makes it clear that the development of CNS mechan-
isms is lastingly affected by the animal's hormonal state
in the early days of life. One wonders about those
short gestation infants who 20 years ago were given
testosterone or thyroid hormone. Is someone following
them up ?

Lawrence Casler puts forward the thesis that the
human infant and child does not need maternal love to
function normally and that the ill effects of institutional-
ization are due to perceptual deprivation rather than
to matemal deprivation. Social stimulation is indeed
necessary. Harlow is quoted 'it seems possible-even
likely-that the infant-mother affectional system is
dispensable, whereas the infant-infant systetn is the
sine qua non for later adjustment in all spheres ofmonkey
life'. (What about the only child?) 'There is no
evidence that social stimulation is best administered
by a loving mother or mother figure'; several mother
figures may have advantage over a single one. He con-
cludes with, 'Fortunately, all the issues are amenable to
experimental study.'
There is much to make one wonder whether what our

culture does is wise. Such uncertainty is most exciting,
even if decisions on how we are to bring up children
must be taken now. It will be good to have more certain
answers on even a few of the points of controversy, and
one can only be grateful that a great deal of work is in
progress. Paediatricians should not be waiting for the
answers; they should be helping to guide the research
workers now, partly so they can learn the ideas that are
current at the moment in research laboratories, and
partly because their knowledge of children could some-
times save research workers a good deal of time and
trouble.

The Congress of French-speaking Paediatricians will be held at Strasbourg (France)
1-3 September, 1969.
The themes proposed are as follows: Feeding of premature infant; Reanimation of

the newborn baby; Mucopolysaccharidosis and sphingolipidosis.
For further information, please apply to: Professeur Agrege Daniel Willard, Clinique de

Pediatrie et Puericulture, 67 Strasbourg (France).
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