
Book Reviews
Paediatric Cardiology. Edited by HAMISH WATSON.

(Pp. xx + 996; illustrated + tables. 260s.) London:
Lloyd-Luke (Medical Books). 1968.
This handsome book forms a most valuable addition

to the limited standard literature on an increasingly
complex topic. Written by a nicely-balanced team of
authors-some already renowned in their special fields,
others destined to become so-it has been produced in a
remarkably short time and is, in consequence, refresh-
ingly up to date. Each of the 68 chapters represents
a personal appraisal of its subject, the evident indivi-
dualism, combined with a high degree of accuracy and
deft handling of controversial issues, being a tribute
to the editorial and writing skills involved.
The editor himself has written 7 chapters and is

co-author of another describing, with typical thorough-
ness and clarity, the clinical anatomy of the heart. By
contrast, the token treatment of cardiac catheterization
procedures is disappointing, though the caveat on the
attendant hazards stands out and should be heeded.
The author of the section on radiology of the heart
endears herself by frank admission of the 'gamesman-
ship' involved in decisions on pulmonary vascularity.
The section on electrocardiography cannot be counted
a complete success in so far as it provides neither a clear
and concise exposition of its complicated subject, nor
readily available data of the kind so valuable for reference
purposes.
The phonocardiography chapter happily debunks

the widespread belief in absolute fixity of the second
sound split in atrial septal defect, and ends with a
timely reminder of the infrequency with which neonatal
murmurs are indicative of heart disease. Embryology
ofthe heart is intelligibly presented (need one say more ?),
and we learn with interest that the 'tricuspid' orifice
has but two commissures. Fetal and neonatal haemody-
namics are also well covered, though the ethical eyebrow
quivers at mention of cardiac catheterization during
the first day of extrauterine life.
The sections on specific heart diseases cover the whole

range of congenital and childhood-acquired lesions,
from glycogen storage disease to double outlet right
ventricle, and from cardiovascular manifestations of
collagen disorders to coronary sclerosis. All are most
informative, though one may question whether a project-
ing jaw and arm-span merely in excess of height truly
characterize Marfan's syndrome, and prefer the pre-
cision and lucidity of the chapter on atrial septal defect
to the anecdotal style of the approach to the more diffi-
cult subject of its ventricular counterpart. Some will

regret the omission of specific coverage of the Eisen-
menger syndrome. Others may differ in their interpre-
tation of electrocardiograms in the anomalous left
coronary section. Many will nowadays disagree with
the advice on prophylaxis against bacterial endocarditis.
The purist will protest at the frequent unnecessary
coupling of the term 'systolic' with 'ejection' in des-
cribing murmurs.
There is a very useful final chapter summing up the

present position of paediatric cardiac surgery. Lists
of drugs and doses in the chapters on dysrhythmias and
heart failure go some way to compensate for the absence
of a convenient appendix with such data. The biblio-
graphy is comprehensive throughout. Reproduction
of the x-rays and photographs is generally of excellent
quality, but some tables, graphs, line-drawings, and
electrocardiograms are not perfectly distinct. The
minor nature of these criticisms itself bears testimony
to the true status of this major work.

Heart Disease in Infants, Children and Adolescents.
Edited by ARTHUR J. Moss and FORREST H. ADAMS.
(Pp. xii + 1140; illustrated + tables. 450s.) Balti-
more: The Williams and Wilkins Co.; U.K. distribu-
tors, Edinburgh: E. and S. Livingstone. 1968.
This is clearly the best book of its kind so far produced.

Though no less than 11 of its 73 authors have recently
written also for its chief competitor, the over-all im-
pression made by this work is quite different. This is
especially true in respect of accuracy and completeness.
One or two chapters, such as those on cardiac catheteriza-
tion and atrial septal defect, may constitute exceptions in
the latter regard, but selection ofaspects to be excluded is
never an easy or entirely satisfactory matter. For refer-
ence purposes there is no dearth of clearly-presented data
on every likely topic and the bibliography is compre-
hensive throughout. The illustrations are in general
clear and well reproduced though with some variation
from this standard and the odd case of mislabelling.
The first part of the book is essentially a concise

course in basic cardiology. The exceptionally thorough
coverage can be gauged from commentary on the cardiac
roentgenology section. This starts with a salutary
and instructive account of x-ray generation, with special
relevance to radiation safety measures, and continues
via clear exposition of radiographic anatomy, fluoro-
scopic technique, and film interpretation to full discussion
of cardio-angiographic practice (though the R.A.O. left
heart illustration does not look quite right). Similar
thoroughness characterizes nearly all the other sections
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