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he finds 96% of all expectant mothers expressing a
willingness to breast feed but, as in all other western
countries, only 37% of them are actually doing so at the
end of two months. Women of a higher social strata
are more likely to breast feed than those in a lower strata.
Von Harnach from the paediatric aspect finds a signifi-
cantly lower incidence of respiratory infection amongst
breast-fed infants. Weiner in a paper on plasma bio-
chemical findings comparing breast-fed and bottle-fed
infants finds no material difference between the two
groups. Finally, Krieg and Cretius describe theii
experience with the rooming-in system, and come out in
favour of a modified system where the infants can be
moved to the nursery at night.
The papers are all comprehensive and enough infor-

mation for a large textbook is packed into a few pages.
This makes for heavy reading.

Aspects of Prematurity and Dysmaturity. Nutri-
cia Symposium Groningen May 10-12 1967.
Edited by J. H. P. Jonxis, H. K. A. Visser, and
J. A. Troelstra. (Pp. xii + 356; illustrated. Dfl. 42).
Leiden: H. E. Stenfert Kroese N.V. 1968.
This symposium was held in Groningen in May 1967,

and organized on similar lines to the earlier symposium
in Groningen in 1964. Some 60 workers from Europe
and America and one each from Beirut and Cairo took
part. Sessions were devoted to: (1) role of the placenta;
(2) assessment of fetal development; (3) experimental
aspects of dysmaturity; (4) hereditary and environmental
aspects of low birthweight; (5) adaptation of the low
birthweight infant to extrauterine life; (6) obstetrical
and preventive aspects of dysmaturity; (7) develop-
mental aspects.

After years of neglect, the growth of the fetus has
become a subject of intense interest, and it is encouraging
to see in the papeis here presented the ingenuity being
displayed by many of those who are seeking means of
overcoming the formidable obstacles intervening be-
tween the fetus and those who would study it. Any
student of fetal growth will want to have a copy of this
book, which contains much data from both clinical and
experimental sources, not readily available elsewhere.
The discussions, though doubtless worth while to the

participants at the time, seem of less value when in cold
print. The current vogue for publishing verbatim the
discussions that take place at meetings of this kind,
laudatory remarks and all, should surely be questioned.

Handbuch der Kinderheilkunde. Band VI. Edited
by H. Opitz and F. Schmid. (Pp. xvi + 1265;
illustrated. DM 478; $ 119.50). Berlin, Heidel-
berg, New York: Springer-Verlag. 1967.
Here is yet another of this monumental nine-volume

Handbook series. To begin with, a waming to the
uninitiated: a Handbuch is a book which cannot be held
in one hand. This one weighs 3515 g.

Several of the series have already been reviewed in the
Archives. This impressive tome is edited by Drs.

H. Opitz and F. Schmid and written by 58 contributois
from Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Sweden, Holland,
and Austria. The first part (613 pages) deals with
diseases of muscles, bones, joints, and connective tissue:
the second (578 pages) with abnormalities of blood cells,
haemoglobin, clotting factors, and the reticuloses.
Each part opens with excellent reviews of the embryo-

logy, physiology, molecular biology, anatomy, micro-
scopy (light and electton), and genetic aspects of the
subject. The areas covered are vast, the treatment in
depth is staggering, and no serious criticism is called
for. To the all-rounder, many of the more esoteric
enzyme systems, the molecular structure and the phylo-
and ontogenetic aspects of, for instance, the red cells,
are bewildering. The editors themselves admit that the
clinician is threatened with incomprehension when faced
with some of the research haematologist's speculations.
A striking example-by no less an authority than
Professor Jonxis-appears on pages 654 and 656, both
of which are covered with hieroglyphics representing the
141 amino acids making up the oc chain, and the 146
acids making up the 3-polypeptide change of the haem
molecule. Most impressive.

Obviously anyone can pick a few holes here and there:
why no mention of the hypoplastic type of achondro-
plasia? why no account of the Ellis-van Creveld syn-
drome? It is, in fact, mentioned in the differential
diagnosis of six congenital bone abnormalities. Perhaps
a full description can be found in another volume but,
if so, which ? Why no account of dermatomyositis ?
The condition is referred to eight times in the index.
Two of these references are misprints-dermatomyositis
does not appear on page 997 or 1004. The others refer
to differential diagnostic points, not to the disease itself.
A further odd illogicality: though there are 19 references
to erythroblastosis and kernikterus in the index (one on
page 999, is another misprint-no mention of the
disease on that page), a full description of this disease is
not to be found in this volume at all: it will appear in
volume 1, which deals with growth and development!

This type of book is tremendous fun to dip into or
'read up' in, but to review it is a daunting task. In
addition there is always the nagging doubt about the
cost-benefit of such a monster compilation. Particularly
when one remembers the vast advances in paediatric
knowledge during the past decade; how out of date will
these nine volumes be in 1978 ? Still, one is impressed.
Impressed by the width and depth of leaming, by the
beautiful print, lay-out, illustrations, and binding, and
last, but not least, by the staggering price.

Neurology in Orthopaedics. By Paul H. Sandifer.
(Pp. xi + 63; 2 tables. 16s.) London: Butterworths.
1967.
Dr. Paul Sandifer's premature death deprived his

colleagues of a highly respected and well-loved neuro-
logist. His loss was probably felt most keenly by
orthopaedic surgeons and paediatricians with whom he
had worked so closely.

This small volume contains brief descriptions of a
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