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selected from no less than 650 possible subjects according
to whether or not they responded to invitation by
telephone or letter, a procedure that must have led to a
group that was highly selected in relevant ways; other
investigations have shown that co-operation of parents
in such studies can be correlated with several factors,
including degree of maladjustment of their children.
Nevertheless, if one bears these limitations in mind some
of the figures arrived at are of interest and support many
clinical impressions not previously confirmed by any
systematic investigation.

Mild Mental Retardation: a Growing Challenge
to the Physician. Formulated by the Committee
on Mental Retardation. Vol. VI, Report No. 66.
(Pp. 64. $1.) New York: Group for the Advance-
ment of Psychiatry. 1967.
This interesting memorandum is prepared by a

Committee for the Advancement of Psychiatry, an
American group of psychiatrists 'organized in the form
of a number of working committees that direct their
efforts towards the study of various aspects of psychiatry
and towards the application of this knowledge to the
fields of mental health and human relations'.
The memorandum is concerned with the medical,

educational, social, and economic provisions for the
educationally subnormal in the United States. The
general charactexistics of retarded children from
privileged socioeconomic groups are contrasted with
those of retarded children from underprivileged families
and presented as a series ofinformed but unsubstantiated
impressions.
The general conclusion that cultural, social, and

economic factors of themselves potentiate a vicious cycle
seems to spring more from an awareness of a certain
illusory character in 'freedom' and 'democracy' in the
underprivileged groups in an acquisitive and materialistic
society, than from a clandestine affiliation to the Fabian
Society, but regrettably the authors do not cite the
evidence for their beliefs. The need for such pam-
phleteering is not quite the same in the United Kingdom,
but this is a provocative tract, with a good deal of
practical guidance for doctors involved with the assess-
ment and care of the educationally subnormal.

The Clinical Pathology of Infancy. Compiled and
edited by F. WILLIAM SUNDERMAN and F. WILLIAM
SUNDERMAN, JR. (Pp. xiv + 565; illustrated + tables.
$26.50.) Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.
1967.
This compilation of over 50 contributions contains

the edited proceedings of an applied seminar-held by the
American Association of Clinical Scientists, presumably
in 1966, since no reference later than 1965 is included.
It is intended to cover both laboratory techniques and
clinical interpretation of laboratory findings, and is
divided into 4 sections. The first is the largest and
includes the biochemical disorders of infancy; the second
surveys mainly endocrinological disorders, but for some

reason contains short articles on cystic fibrosis and
bilirubin metabolism which could just as well have been
placed in the third section, which is entitled, 'Clinical
Pathology of Systemic Diseases in Infancy'. The final
section is concerned with cytogenetics.

Progress in the clinical pathology of infancy has been
rapid, and it is undoubtedly useful to have up-to-date
reviews of recent advances. This book, like most
compilations of a large number of contributors, is like
the curate's egg, good in parts. The chapter on normal
values in clinical chemistry in infancy is particularly
useful, but there are far too many which are below
standard and some of the titles are actually misleading.
One would hardly expect the diagnosis of urinary
infection to be the sole topic in an article entitled,
'Laboratory Diagnosis of Renal Diseases in Infancy'.
Many papers are too short to be informative, and it is
difficult to undeistand the reason for an article on such
an esoteric investigation as, 'Magnetic Orientation of
Sickled Erythrocytes'.
Although the intention of the editors was to include

details of new laboratory procedures, many articles
merely summarize well-known laboratory aids to diag-
nosis, and editorial control has not been strict enough
to prevent overlap. There is, however, an excellent
list of references in most chapters.

This is not a book that can be wholeheartedly recom-
mended, and the most striking feature is its high cost
which precludes it being bought by the individuai.
True, it is handsomely printed on first-class paper, but
is this necessary in a book which needs to be frequently
brought up to date and priced as low as possible?

Cystic Fibrosis. Part I. Physiology and Patho-
physiology of Serous Secretion, Clinical Investi-
gations and Therapy. Proceedings of the 4th
International Conference on Cystic Fibrosis of the
Pancreas (Mucoviscidosis) Berne/Grindelwald 1966.
Modem Problems in Pediatrics, Vol. 10. (Pp. xiv +
404; 182 figures + 80 tables. 174s.; sFr./DM 95;
$22.80.) Basel, New York: S. Karger AG. Distri-
bution in UK, London: Academic Press. 1967.
This excellently produced record of the 4th Inter-

national Conference on Cystic Fibrosis, held at Berne in
September 1966, contains a mass of valuable detailed
information not published elsewhere. Although as yet
there has been no major breakthrough in our knowledge
about the fundamental tissue defect in cystic fibrosis,
it is fascinating to see here displayed the variety of
approaches being energetically pursued to that end.
There is much also of direct interest to the paediatrician
concerned with the day-to-day treatment of these
patients.

The Balkan Nephropathy. Ciba Foundation Study
Group No. 30. Edited by G. E. W. WOLSTENHOLME
and JULIE KNIGHT. (Pp. 123; illustrated + tables.
15s.) London: Churchill. 1967.
The Balkan nephropathy is a progressive disease of

insidious onset, which causes death from renal failure.
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First described only 11 years ago, it has an extraordinarily
circumscribed geographical distribution and a high rate
of local endemicity, often involving several members of
affected households, and thus makes an excellent model
for an aetiological study.
The first 5 chapters of this book describe the clinical

and epidemiclogical aspects of the disease, as it is seen in
Rumania, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia, and, because they
are largely reviews of already published material, serve
a useful purpose for unfamiliar readers. The results of
some recent urinary protein studies, using electro-
phoretic, immunoelectrophoretic, and gel-diffusion
techniques are next presented. These indicate that the
proteinuria is predominantly of tubular origin-a finding
consistent with the morphological changes observed in
renal biopsy and necropsy specimens. They also
reveal that tubular proteinuria may exist, undetected by
less sophisticated methods, in apparently healthy child-
ren, at an age when clinical manifestations are rare.
Each chapter consists of a paper followed by a

discussion held by a group of distinguished participants.
The potential roles of genetics, climate, and altitude,
flora and fauna, diet, water supply, and microbial
infections are fully discussed and, as the story unfolds,
it seems that every conceivable approach has been
considered. The purpose of the study group was to
muster all the available scientific data in an attempt to
throw new light on the aetiology of the disorder, and it
is inevitable that many important facts and opinions
emerge only during discussion. It is, therefore,
necessary to read the whole work, preferably without
interruption, if a proper grasp of the subject is to be
obtained.
The book is well written and can easily be read in an

evening, though the chapters on proteinuria do demand
a basic knowledge of modem protein analytical methods.
It is not a book for the busy general paediatrician, but
will fascinate those interested in epidemiology and the
screening of apparently healthy children for subclinical
disease, and should certainly be read by nephrophiles.

Progress in Medical Virology, Vol. 9. Edited by
J. L. MELNICK. (Pp. xiv + 496; 53 figures + 92
tables. sFr./DM. 88; $21.10; 161s.) Basel, New
York: S. Karger; distributor in U.K.: Academic
Press. 1967.
This ninth volume of the series contains 12 articles,

half of which are reviews, on a variety of topical virologi-
cal subjects, written primarily for virologists but of value
to clinicians seeking up-to-date information.
An excellent review of all the viruses so far associated

with Burkitt's lymphoma is written by T. M. Bell. The
importance is assessed of the three aetiological candi-
dates, Bunyamwera, reovirus 3, and an unidentified
herpes virus, but it is still not possible to say that the
tumour is caused by a virus; in fact the author suggests
that a simple viral aetiology is unlikely.
Another very useful review is of virus infections of the

newborn by Eichenwald, McCracken, and Kindberg
who attempt clarification of present ideas on immune

mechanisms for protection of the fetus, and describe the
viral infections likely to tax them and the pathological
changes found in neonates. Rubella is mentioned only
briefly, as it was the subject of a complete article in a
previous volume.

Johnson, Halstead, and Cohen compare the haemor-
rhagic fevers of S. America with those of S.E. Asia, in the
light of the current hypothesis that dengue haemorrhagic
fever is an allergic manifestation of a second or subse-
quent infection whereas the S. American fevers accom-
pany primary infection. Two other articles on arbovirus
infections describe an urban encephalitis outbreak in
Houston and a rural encephalitis outbreak in Venezuela.
There is a fascinating review of the cat-scratch

syndrome by W. J. Warwick, who has managed to
assemble a bibliography of no less than 567 references on
this little-known topic.
A btief outline of the most recent work on interferons

is provided and other articles include a comparison of
herpes viruses, in vitro mouse leukaemia studies, and
electron microscopy of in vivo infections.
The standard of this volume compares well with

previous issues, and, though several articles are likely to
interest most readers, it is basically a reference work.

The Pregnant Diabetic and Her Newborn. Prob-
lems and Management. By JORGEN PEDERSEN.
(Pp. 219; 29 figures + 36 tables. 60 Dan. kr.)
Copenhagen: Munksgaard. 1967.
No one has greater right to prepare such a monograph

than Jorgen Pedersen of Copenhagen. He has studied
the subject for 20 years and has paid equal attention to
mother and baby, both as a critical clinician and as a
scientist. He has carefully submitted his results to
the searching light of statistical analysis.

All of this experience is now neatly summarized and
acceptably presented in this small volume which, in
just over 200 pages and almost 400 references, provides
the best review yet available. In this subject there is
room for controversy, and differences, possibly true
differences, exist between different centres, but the
author carefully acknowledges these and indicates those
areas in which future study is needed.
There are a few misprints, but both the English and

the print are clear and pleasing. As inevitably happens
in a rapidly expanding field like this, the more recent and
often exciting references are omitted, but the years 1966
and 1967 are represented, especially where the author
and his colleagues are involved; and they are, of course,
still in the forefront of research.

The Placenta in Twin Pregnancy. By S. J. STRONG
and G. CoRNEY. (Pp. xvi + 134; 9 plates + 52
figures + 16 tables. 105s.) Oxford: Pergamon.
1967.
This welcome book should correct many misconcep-

tions about twin placentation, still current in the
teaching of medical students and midwives. Many
have the opportunity to examine the placentae of twins:
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