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Disease in Infancy and Childhood. 5th ed. By
RIcHARD W. B. ELLIS and Ross G. MITCHELL. (Pp.
vii + 712; 284 figures + 15 tables. 70s.) Edin-
burgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone. 1965.
All branches of child health are concisely covered in

this 5th edition at a level that is directed primarily at the
undergraduate and non-specialist.

In the main the book fulfils its purpose adequately, but
its presentation lacks vitality, and for the uninitiated
there is a failure to discriminate between the important
and the rare.
The chapter on congenital abnormalities, with the

exception cited below, is excellent, and the book is
illustrated by some commendable photographs, and the
list of references at the end of each chapter is a useful
feature. There are a number of deficiencies in the
content: particularly striking in this respect is the
treatment of strawberry naevi by radiotherapy without
reference to the natural history of this, the most common
of congenital abnormalities. It is also disappointing to
see that the cleansing of babies' nostrils with cotton wool
and the use of laxatives and enemas as part of the routine
treatment of acute tonsillitis are still recommended.
The theory advanced for the cause of hyaline membrane
disease is no longer acceptable, and it seems appropriate
to mention surfactant in a 1965 edition.

Perhaps a completely up-to-date and satisfactory
textbook on paediatrics, even for the undergraduate,
would be more readily achieved by a larger group of
contributors. When considering the next edition of this
book the authors might well take their example from an
outstanding Scottish textbook, Davidson's Principles and
Practice of Medicine.

Inborn Errors of Metabolism. Part 1: Clinical
Aspects. 2nd ed. By DAVID YI-YUNG HsIA. (Pp.
xvii + 396; illustrated. 83s.) Chicago: Year Book
Medical Publishers; London: Lloyd-Luke Medical
Books. 1966.
Hsia has wisely divided the 2nd edition ofhis book into

two separate volumes; Part 2, Laboratory Methods, is to
appear shortly.
The first 25 pages are devoted to a succinct account of

the background of medical genetics, and include a lucid
explanation of the Watson-Crick model for DNA and of
the way in which the concept of messenger RNA can

provide a plausible mechanism for the replication of
genetic information.
There are brief sections on genetic history-taking and

counselling, leaving some 340 pages for the consideration
of over one hundred diseases. These are divided into
biochemical variations in normal human beings; the
haemoglobinopathies; serum protein deficiences;
enzyme defects (56 of these can now be mustered);
disturbances in transport mechanisms; disturbances in
lipid metabolism; the porphyrias; hereditary myopathies;
and miscellaneous disturbances (gout, oxaluria, haemo-
chromatosis, diabetes insipidus, diabetes mellitus).
The author, having decided to encompass so large a

number of diseases, has been faced with the problem of
how to handle subjects such as the treatment of fibro-
cystic disease and the obscure genetics of diabetes
mellitus, subjects really requiring extended discussion
which would have been out of character with the book as
a whole. Indeed, so numerous and varied are the
disorders that can be classified as inborn errors of
metabolism, that the task of dealing with all of them in a
single book is becoming almost equivalent to attempting
to write a small book covering, for example, 'diseases due
to infection'. In a good many instances, therefore, the
amount of information supplied here is hardly more than
is to be found in one ofthe larger textbooks ofpaediatrics,
so that there is no attempt to compete with the monu-
mental (and far costlier) book on the same subject by
Stanbury, Wyngaarden, and Fredrickson.

In spite of these limitations, this book does contain a
surprising amount of up-to-date information which is
presented with great skill and clarity, and it thus provides
not only a convenient source to which the clinician can go
for the main facts of each disorder, but also the key
references for further information.

Kinderchirurgische Erkrankungen. Vol. I:
Grundzuge der Diagnostik. By FRITZ MEISSNER.
(Pp. xv + 550; 414 figures. 99s. lOd.) Leipzig:
Georg Thieme. 1965.
During the past 10 years two large and a number of

smaller textbooks on paediatric surgery have been
published in Germany, and one may wonder whether a
further paediatric surgical book is really necessary. The
fact that this book was written in East Germany gives it
special interest. East German surgeons have to work in
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relative isolation from Western surgical thought and any
communication from the other side of the curtain is
therefore interesting.

Unfortunately, when studying this book it is difficult to
come to any definite conclusion about the standard of
paediatric surgery in East Germany, as the author gives
no references to the literature whatsoever, and the reader
is left in doubt whether he quotes his experience and
views or that of others.

In the preface Professor Meissner states that the book
is primarily designed for general practitioners. This is
the first oftwo volumes and devoted entirely to diagnosis;
a second volume on treatment only is in preparation.
One wonders whether East German practitioners have
the time to read two volumes, the first of over 540 pages
and costing five pounds, on such a specialized subject.
However, the actual information on clinical and labora-
tory diagnosis contained in this volume is not unduly
large, much of the space being taken up by the inclusion
of an abundance of excellent illustrations which will be
very instructive for practitioners and students alike.
The printing and general lay-out of the book are of the

very high standard that one has come to associate with
many of the publications by the Georg Thieme Verlag.

Development and Disorders of Speech in Child-
hood. By ISAAC W. KARLIN, DAVID B. KARLIN, and
LOUISE GURREN. (Pp. ix + 311; 43 figures. $9.00)
Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 1965.
This book is dedicated to the memory of Isaac W.

Karlin, and some chapters were in fact written by him,
before his death in 1962. David B. Karlin and Louise
Gurren have completed the book using his publications,
lectures, and notes, and contributing from their own
experience and knowledge.
The subject of the growth, development, and abnor-

malities of speech in childhood is considered from the
medical and educational point of view, and the book is
intended for medical and other professional workers in
the field, as well as for parents.
The book is in three sections. The first deals with

the origin and normal development of speech and

language, the second with the mechanism for speech
production, and the third with disorders of speech and
language.
The first part deals very briefly with theories of the

origins of language and then covers the stages of normal
development in the child. Much use is made of
material gathered by Seth and Guthrie in 1935 and the
three tables are taken from their book Speech in Childhood.
The section of the book that deals with the mechanism

for speech production may be found by many readers to
be the least successful, since it tends to be confusing and
to contain a mixture of over-detailed information and
information that is too slight. Diagrams too are
confusing because of the contrast between the 'photo-
graphic' and 'diagrammatic' styles.
The last section, the largest, deals with disorders of

speech and language and covers a wide range including
stuttering, disorders of articulation, childhood aphasias,
cleft lip and palate, and voice disorders. Other subjects
where the speech disorder is secondary to the main
condition such as cerebral palsy, mental retardation, and
hearing loss are also considered.
Once again the illustrations for this section are dis-

appointing with the exception of those in the cleft palate
chapter. The phonetic charts are not clear and the
diagrams illustrating Karlin's theory of stuttering are
unconvincing.
The best chapters in this section are those on voice

disorders and cleft palate, and the one dealing with
cerebral palsy is also good. It seems that the considera-
tions of hearing disorders and mental retardation both
attempt to include rather too much general detail without
specifically dealing with speech and language. It is
probably the chapter on the aphasias in childhood,
however, that may be most disturbing to readers who
have spent some time studying these developmental
conditions. It appears that childhood aphasias are
viewed by the authors almost entirely in the light of their
knowledge of the condition in adults.

This book is an interesting collection of theories and
comments, some dating back as far as 1911, and might be
useful as a reference book for doctors and therapists who
can select their reading with discrimination.

Paediatric Research Society
The 9th meeting of the Paediatric Research Society

(Secretary, R. W. Smithells) was held at the Royal
Maternity Hospital, Belfast, on March 25 and 26, 1966.
The following papers were read:
'Plasma lipids in the early human embryo and full-

term foetus.' By June Lloyd.
'An inborn error of metabolism associated with

muscular dystrophy.' By Louis Hurwitz/Nina Carson.
'Perceptive deafness and abnormalities of cardiac

conduction.' By Peter Froggatt.
'Some possible personality factors in the aetiology and

perpetuation of childhood asthma.' By Lindy Burton.
'The Newcastle study of child development: a pre-

liminary communication concerning a community study
of 13,000 children.' By Gerald Neligan.

'The assessment of gestational age by neurological
examination.' By Roger Robinson.

'The therapeutic and diagnostic value of thickened
feeds in vomiting babies.' By Ivo Carre.

'Urinary insulin in sibs of diabetic patients.'
By Robert McArthur.

'RNA synthesis in newborn mammals.'
By Philip Benson.

'The clinical features of patients with aberrations of
No. 18 chromosomes, with evidence for a new syndrome
associated with a deficiency of the long arm.'

By Jack Insley.
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