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Medicine, consists of a description of tests designed to
measure the acquisition of body schema and of right/
left orientation by children between 3 and 8 years of age.

In the first group of tests the child is asked to imitate
20 simple gestures ofhand and arm, 16 complex gestures
of hands and fingers, and the opposite of 10 of the latter.
In the second group the child has to name and point
to different parts of his own and the examiner's body.
The authors combined all this with a 'Draw a Man'
test at the beginning and end of the testing session and
with a mannequin assembly puzzle. They claim that
the complete examination does not take longer than 20
minutes even with the slowest children. The gestures
are well illustrated, and detailed scoring criteria render
the interpretation of results unequivocal. The tests
have been standardized on a total of 489 right-handed
children of average intelligence, and norms are presented
for the ages of 3 to 6 years for the body image, and
3 to 8 years for the right/left orientation tests at yearly
intervals. Studies done on 100 children born prematurely
and 78 children with neurological disturbances showed
that these two groups were slower in acquiring body
image than normals

In spite of the difficulty in finding some information
necessary for interpreting the validity of the findings,
and the small number of some of the age-groups on
which tests are standardized, for example 28 children
at age 8, and 29 at age 7, this book is useful in sug-
gesting further lines of research. Once the importance
of factors such as 'crossed laterality', muscular co-
ordination, intelligence level, etc. has been assessed,
the tests will probably help to elucidate some of the
problems encountered in children with neurological
and psychological illnesses. Professor J. de Ajuria-
guerra in his preface provides a lucid summary of
previous work in this field and an enumeration of points
worthy of note in the study.

A Child Goes to the Hospital. The Psychological
Aspects of a Child Going to the Hospital By
HAROLD GEIST. (Pp. ix + 112; illustrated. $5*75)
Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 1965.
It is probably only national pride that makes this

reviewer slightly cross, when reading American
joumals and books, to find no reference to British work
on the subject matter, even where that work is well
known and often original. So it is pleasant to greet an
exception, and an honourable one at that.
A Child Goes to the Hospital by Harold Geist describes

the reactions of children going to the hospital, their
reactions to various procedures, including having an
anaesthetic and an operation, and their behaviour on
returning home. For much of the information and
research on this subject, the author quotes work done
in Britain. The Tavistock Clinic work of Dr. Robertson
is given in some detail, and Illingworth and Holt's
controlled studies in Sheffield and Vaughan's in London,
on the effects of increased visiting times and adequate
preparation of the children, are also described. The
recommendations of the Platt Report on the Care of

Children in Hospital are mentioned, and even the
Ministry of Health is included.

Based on these studies and recommendations, and
other work from American hospitals, the author gives
useful advice to parents and nurses, anaesthetists,
surgeons, and physicians about the handling of various
situations when children go to hospital.
The author devotes a good deal of space to an explana-

tion (in psychodynamic terms) ofthe children's reactions
which helps to make sense of some of the apparently
irrational behaviour of children in hospital. 'Case
assignment' nursing is suggested as ideal, with its
obvious advantages in each nurse having individual
children in her care, and the children being able to
identify 'their nurse'.

Rather scrappy sections on chronic illness, the
management of malignant disease, and death in
children, and on the special reactions of children to
certain specific diseases are added rather as an after-
thought and do not give very much useful information
on these quite important subjects. On the whole,
however, this is a useful book, especially for nurses and
paediatricians, as well as for the anaesthetists and
surgeons who deal with children.

Das Membransyndrom der Fruh- und Neuge-
borenen. By ULRICH KEUTH. (Experimentelle
Medizin, Pathologie und Klinik Vol. 16. Edited by
R. Hegglin, F. Leuthardt, R. Schoen, H. Schwiegk,
and H. U. Zollinger.) (Pp. vi + 153; 10 figures +
20 tables. D.M 36.) Berlin, Heidelberg, New York:
Springer-Verlag 1965.
This is the first monograph devoted to the respiratory

distress syndrome of the newborn (hyaline membrane
disease), but proves to be little more than a rehash of
the large literature on the subject of the past two decades.
Unfortunately the author deals with it quite uncritically,
making no attempt to excise the massive amount of
dead wood which has so long encumbered the subject.
The part played by changes in the pulmonary circulation
and by surface tension effects receives only passing
mention. Nor does the author add much from his own
experience. There is one good feature, a bibliography
listing the literature up to the beginning of 1965.
Otherwise, this monograph must be judged less useful
than several recent reviews of the same subject, which,
though shorter, are more selective.

Caries-Resistant Teeth: Ciba Foundation Sym-
posium. Edited by G. E. W. WOLSTENHOLME and
MAEVE O'CONNOR. (Pp. xii + 338; 43 figures.
60s.) London: Churchill. 1965.
Twelve papers from seven countries were presented

at the First Ciba Foundation Symposium to deal with
dental research. The subject, caries-resistant teeth,
was suggested by Professor Bertram Cohen and the
meeting was chaired by Professor Sognnaes of California.

In the first paper, Davies deals with the significance of
epidemiological studies and points out that longitudinal
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studies of caries incidence with computer evaluation of
the multiple factors involved would provide a more
reliable picture than cross-sectional studies. Most
factors, such as plaque, food debris, and calculus, and the
importance of trace elements in foodstuffs, are discussed
in relation to resistance.

Finn's paper reviews heredity in relation to caries
resistance in human and animal families, and the possible
mechanism for genetic transmission. Caries resistance
in relation to individual tooth surfaces is reported by
Backer-Dirks, and Konig deals with resistance in
experimental animals and the hypothesis of immune
tolerance.

Brudevald, McCann, and Gr0n relate the chemistry of
enamel to caries resistance and conclude that the
greater resistance of the surface layers of enamel is due
to a high degree of mineralization, accumulation of trace
elements especially fluoride, and a low concentration
of carbonates and water.
The physical features of caries-resistant teeth are

discussed by Darling, and Frank follows this with a
study of the ultrastructure, using electron microscopy.

Jenkins discusses the relation between saliva, plaque,
and caries-resistant enamel, and Hardwick discusses
the effects of trace elements in nutrients, The bacterial
flora and negative association of lactobacilli in resistant
mouths is presented by Snyder, and the possible role
of saliva in enamel maturation, protection, and repair
is reported by Wah Leung.
The effect of diet on plaque and the metabolism of

nutrients in relation to caries is dealt with by Hartles.
In this excellent symposium modem concepts and

knowledge regarding resistance to caries are discussed
in a series of papers embracing the various aspects of
the subject. The papers are well referenced and the
ensuing discussions are faithfully reported.

This is an important book for all interested in the
aetiology and prevention of dental caries; the literature
is well reviewed, and the need for further studies is
made apparent.

Paediatric Research Society
The 7th meeting of the Paediatric Research Society

(Secretary, B. D. Bower) was held at Alder Hey
Children's Hospital, Liverpool on March 12 and 13,
I965.

The following papers were read:
'Recent work on the rubella virus.'

By Kevin McCarthy.
'Acid-base abnormalities in infants with congenital

heart disease.' By Richard Jones.
'The histological approach to nephritis.' Jean Bouton.
'The value of peritoneal dialysis in children.'

By Tom McKendrick.
'Changes in the plasma protein electrophoretic pattern

occurring during diuresis in acute glomerulo-nephritis.'
By John MacLaurin.

'Some observations on plasma and urine electrolyte
and urea levels in the newborn.' By Constance Forsyth.

On March I2 visits were made to the Neonatal
Surgical Unit, the Cardiorespiratory Unit, and the
Cleft Palate Unit at Alder Hey Hospital.

Errata: Vol. 40, December, 1965

'Electroencephalographic Studies in Infants and
Children with Hypothyroidism' by R. Harris et al.

Page 616, beginning of second column, 6th line, the
sentence should have read,

'In the present study, the patients were children in
whom the maturation of the central nervous system
was incomplete and, as shown by Bradley et al. (1960)
in the rat, the effect of thyroid hormone deprivation is
greater on the immature brain than the mature brain
from both the EEG and the histological aspects.'

'Effect of Penicillamine on Serum Iron'

Page 651. It is regretted that an unfortunate error
occurred with the name of the second author of the
paper 'Effect of Penicillamine on Serum Iron'. This
author's name should have been Valerie Clarke, not
Valerie Patston.
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