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readable report on their contribution. to the present
knowledge of the syndrome of stuttering.

Biochemical Approaches to Mental Handicap in Children.
A Symposium of the Society for the Study of Inborn
Errors of Metabolism, held at Liverpool University on
September 16, 1964. Edited by J. D. ALLAN and
K. S. HOLT. (Pp. vii + 84; illustrated. 15s.)
London: E. & S. Livingstone. 1965.
This is the report of a third symposium held in the

North of England on 'Neurometabolic disorders of
childhood', containing the communications given at that
meeting. Although the general standard was not as high
as that achieved in Sheffield the previous year, several
interesting papers were offered. A full description of the
biochemical survey of mental handicap which is being
carried out in Northern Ireland was given by Dr. Carson,
and Dr. Brian Bower described the study undertaken in
Birmingham of tryptophan metabolism in infantile
spasms. The treatment of maple syrup urine disease in
two patients was described by Mr. Ireland of Liverpool
using a relatively inexpensive diet.
Then followed three papers reviewing in detail the

published material on heterozygotes in neurometabolic
disorders, the biochemical aspects of Down's disease, and
the problems of infantile autism. Finally there was an
interesting review of special diets in the treatment of
biochemical disorders, followed by some personal
observations by Dr. Margaret Wilson on the effect of
varying vitamin intakes on growth in young rats, which
emphasized the need for full well-balanced vitamin intake
when special milks are prescribed for infants and growing
children.

This book does not contain any new information
concerning mental handicap in children, but it will be of
assistance to students and paediatric residents who are
anxious to acquaint themselves with recent work in this
aspect of mental handicap.

Nutricia Symposium on the Adaptation of the Newborn
Infant to Extra-Uterine Life. Editors: J. H. P.
JONXIS, H. K. A. VISSER, and J. A. TROELSTRA. (Pp.
xiii + 331; illustrated. fl.38.) Leiden: H. E.
Stenfert Kroese N.V. 1964.
This book contains the proceedings of a symposium

held at the University of Groningen in February 1964.
The four subjects considered are nutrition, water and
electrolyte metabolism, respiratory problems, and
temperature control.

Inevitably one must compare this volume with the
previously published Ciba Foundation Symposium on
Somatic Stability of the Newborn, and indeed there is
considerable overlap particularly in the realms of renal
function and temperature regulation. However, most of
the material presented is from data on human infants and
there is a fair balance between pure physiology and its
application to clinical situations. The discussions
following each section are helpful, and as a source of
information the references should prove useful.
The nutrition section covers body composition before

and after birth, nutritional problems in low birth weight

infants, the effects of prolonged starvation in surgical
patients, and neonatal hypoglycaemia. R. A. McCance
reviews water and electrolyte metabolism, and there is an
excellent account of some aspects of adrenocortical
function in normal infants as well as those with conigenital
adrenal hyperplasia in the early months of life. A
rational approach to the practical management of
neonatal dehydration is also presented. In the respira-
tory section the changes taking place in the lung at birth
are summarized and some of the factors influencing
pulmonary blood flow are described from an experi-
mental point of view. The ever baffling problem of
respiratory distress syndrome is presented from the
standpoints of diagnosis, disordered respiratory function,
and treatment with bicarbonate and THA M. The
section on temperature control, which is perhaps the best,
contains much information on chemical thermogenesis
and the possible role of brown fat in its mediation; the
importance of providing a suitable thermal environment
for the premature is stressed once more.

Year Book of Pediatrics (1964-1965 Year Book Series).
Edited by SYDNEY S. GELLIS. (Pp. 537; 114 figures.
64s.) London: Lloyd Luke. 1965.
The editor of this attractive volume has made an

interesting and well-balanced selection of some of the
paediatric publications that have appeared during the
year ending September 1964. The coverage is wide and
includes most subjects of general paediatric interest,
though with some bias towards clinical problems rather
than basic research. The extracts are, in the main, well
written but in a few instances condensation of the
original has led to some loss of clarity; something which
is probably inevitable in this type of publication.

Although the abstractors remain anonymous many of
the more important and controversial topics have
attracted comments from the editor or from named
contributors. Some of these critical evaluations are
invaluable for they impart a sense of caution and balance
which is occasionally lacking in the original articles.
This practice, which over the years has given the Year
Book series a character of its own, should be commended,
since nowadays many medical journals are without
correspondence columns and their contents are immune
from criticism. An interesting and helpful improvement,
perhaps, would be to allow the original authors to add
their own remarks.

This book has a high standard of production with good
clear print, acceptable illustrations, and diagrams and a
useful author and subject index. It can be recommended
for all those who wish to gain a broad view of recent
paediatric literature, especially the busy doctor whose
reading time is severely restricted.

Tay-Sachs' Disease. Edited by BRUNO W. VOLK. (Pp.
viii + 158; illustrated. $5 75.) London and New
York: Grune and Stratton. 1964.
When the National Tay-Sachs' Association in New

York encouraged the establishment of a small clinical
unit to study this disease in detail they created an
opportunity for an enthusiastic team of workers to make
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a major contribution to medical knowledge. This
excellent comprehensive monograph is evidence that the
initial hopes have been fulfilled, as it demonstrates the
value of collecting together cases of a rare disease and
investigating them in great detail.
The material, which is well presented, is in five sections;

historical, clinical, pathological, biochemical, and
epidemiological. In each section the bibliography is full
and up to date (end of 1963). In the clinical section 15
cases are described in great detail and the pathological
section contains detailed histopathological and histo-
chemical information. The biochemical section starts
with very cleor formulae and then continues with a full
description of enzymatic activity and the structure and
biosynthesis of gangliosides. One minor criticism
concerns Fig. 12 (page 94) on the distribution of serum
sialic acid levels associated with various protein functions,
where the key is incorrect. The epidemiological section
is fascinating as it details the value offructose-I-phosphate
aldolase as a method of detecting heterozygotes and gives
information about the frequency and carrier rates for the
disease amongst the Jewish and non-Jewish populations.

This monograph is recommended to University or
Research departments in paediatrics and pathology, as it
is an excellent reference book containing information
essential to anyone working in this field. Dr. Volk and
his colleagues are to be congratulated on their presenta-
tion.

Current Research in Leukaemia. A Symposium edited by
F. G. J. HAYHOE. (Pp. xii + 306; illustrated. 120s.)
London: Cambridge University Press. 1965.
This book contains most of the papers given at a post-

graduate Symposium in Cambridge in August 1964.
The editor and publishers are to be congratulated on
producing the written record of the meeting so quickly
and elegantly. Of the 22 papers, over half are on aspects
of cytology, electron microscopy, and cell growth and
division, while only one is concerned with the therapy of
leukaemia, this being a paper by Mathe and Amiel on the
treatment of acute leukaemia by bone-marrow grafting.
Unfortunately the speed of publication necessitated the
exclusion of a paper on the clinical use of Vinca alkaloids,
and contributions on the drug treatment of leukaemia are
conspicuously absent-a reflection, perhaps, of the slow
rate of advance in this subject in recent years.
Those concerned with the clinical care of leukaemia will

find much else to interest them, however, notably an
excellent short critical review by E. G. Knox on the space-
time distribution of leukaemia, stressing the limitations of
the statistical methods employed, and a review of other
epidemiological aspects by Richard Doll. There are
three papers on cytogenetic aspects of leukaemias and
related conditions, a short critical survey by R. J. C. Harris
of work on the pathology and aetiology of Burkitt's
lymphoma, and two papers on virus and mycoplasma
studies in human and animal leukaemias by Dmochowski
and Harris-the former beautifully illustrated by 75
electron micrographs which have unfortunately been
arranged in the wrong order, so that they are difficult to
relate to the test.

This volume serves a most useful purpose in bringing
together the results of recent leukaemia research by
workers in many different disciplines. It will be welcomed
by all those who are actively concerned in this broad
subject, and can be recommended as stimulating reading
to anyone with a general interest in the problems of
leukaemia.

Differentialdiagnose seltener Lungenerkrankungen im
Rontgenbild. Ein Atlas. 2nd enlarged edition. Edited
by KARL MUSSHOFF and JURGEN WEINREICH. (Pp. vii
+ 272; 137 figures + 2 tables. Dm. 108,) Berlin,
Gottingen, Heidelberg, New York: Springer-Verlag.
1964.
This beautifully illustrated atlas depicts the radiological

differential diagnosis of rare pulmonary and mediastinal
diseases. Only two years have elapsed since the first
edition appeared, clearly indicating the popularity of this
work in Germany.
A logical approach to the analysis of the radiographs

has been attempted by arranging the material according
to the radiographic appearances, which has lost something
of its effectiveness by the indefinite terms employed. An
excellent feature is the summary of the clinical presenta-
tion and results of other special investigations which
accompany each radiograph.

Selection of material for a book of this nature presents
obvious difficulties and not everyone will agree with the
authors' choice and emphasis. It would perhaps have
been an improvement to have listed at the beginning of
each chapter both common and rare causes of the various
radiographic appearances under which the diseases are
segregated. As it is, a number of rare pulmonary lesions
such as histoplasmosis and other mycoses have been
omitted. The method of classification of the index is also
an unusual one, and not easy to use.
On the whole this book contains a valuable store of

illustrative material which should be useful to radiologists,
physicians, and surgeons interested in chest diseases. It
is obviously of limited value to a paediatrician.

Lung Function: Assessment and Application in Medicine.
By J. E. COLES. (Pp. x + 154; 39 figures. 63s.)
Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1965.
With the disappearance in many countries of destructive

diseases of the lung, such as tubercle, chest physicians
have been able to devote their attention to those disorders
of the lung where more subtle disturbances of function
were responsible for the patients' symptoms, conditions
such as emphysema or the effect on the lung of heart
disorders. This has brought about a revolution in chest
medicine over the past 10 or 15 years; and the surprisingly
long neglected subject of pulmonary physiology has made
rapid strides.
Many paediatricians, brought up in an era before this

renaissance took place, will be largely ignorant of what
means now exist, beyond the use of their five senses aided
by the stethoscope and x-ray, for the appraisal of lung
disorders.
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