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gratifying for, of 117 patients, only one died. Surprising
also seemed the claim of a cure in one-third of all the
patients with Waterhouse-Friderichsen syndrome.
Werner of Berlin regards tetracycline as the drug of

choice in pertussis. Antibiotics are given to young infants
and toddlers with the aim of preventing complications.
J. Sutherland's article on chemotherapy in the newborn
contains an interesting approach to the problem of dosage
based on studies of streptomycin clearance. Very useful
are the chapters on the side-effects of the antibiotics and a
concise but relatively comprehensive survey of the
individual antibiotics regarding antibacterial activity,
administration, absorption, and excretion.
The list of references at the end of each chapter is well

chosen and up to date.
The print is pleasing and the diagrams clear but the

captions occasionally too brief, with the exception of
Fig. 2 covering pages 90 and 91 relating the number of
rheumatic fever relapses to continued penicillin prophy-
laxis, which has none.

This is a timely and very helpful manual of antibiotic
treatment. To the younger paediatrician and to the
family doctor it offers a well of sound information that
will readily guide him through the maze of modern
antibiotics.

Klinik und Therapy der Vergiftungen. 4th ed. By SVEN
MOESCHLIN. (Pp. xxii + 750; 99 figures. DM. 66)
Stuttgart: Georg Thieme. 1964.
Four editions within 12 years is probably the best index

of the value and popularity of any medical textbook.
But if it deals with such a relatively limited subject as the
symptomatology and treatment of poisonings it is indeed
a sign of widespread recognition. In addition to the
fourth German edition, translations of this manual have
appeared in Italian, Polish, Spanish, and now also in
English.
The special sections are preceded by a general discussion

on incidence, distribution and principles of treatment of
poisonings with a useful chapter on the most important
antidotes which should be available in every hospital.
The detailed account of poisonings due to inorganic and
organic substances is followed by the toxicology of
important drugs such as sedatives, antipyretics, hypnotics,
tranquillizers, anticonvulsants, vitamins, hormones,
antibiotics etc. Particular attention has been paid to
some substances that have become ubiquitous in our
modern society, such as insecticides and plastics.
Included in the book also is a chapter on poison gases
prepared during World War II and other chemicals for
mass extermination. The author acknowledges there his
indebtedness to a number of informants who preferred to
remain anonymous.
Very helpful are the instructions on treatment of the

common complications of poisonings, particularly of
shock and disturbances of water and electrolyte metabol-
ism.
A tabulation of guiding symptoms at the end of the

book should facilitate greatly a correct diagnosis, which
may be extremely difficult in the absence of any history or

in the unconscious patient, where the nature of the poison
is unknown.

Since the author is a physician in charge of a large
medical unit his experience is based mainly on observation
of the industrial and suicidal poisonings while the
paediatrician is faced mainly with accidental poisoning.
However, the author has not neglected the aspects of

poisoning in childhood, and the paediatrician will find
relevant, though somewhat summary, up-to-date informa-
tion. Interestingly, calomel disease is not regarded as
identical with acrodynia but only as a part ofthe syndrome.
A strong plea is made to remove calomel from the
national pharmocopoeias.

Printing, paper, reproduction of photographs, and
diagrams are of excellent quality and a credit to the
publishers.

This book is an essential requisition for all concerned
with the treatment of poisonings.

Iron Metabolism, An International Symposium Sponsored
by CIBA. Aix-en-Provence, lst-5th July, 1963.
Chairmen J.-C. DREYFUS and G. SCHAPIRA. Edited by
F. GROSS with the assistance of S. R. NAEGELI and
H. D. PHILPS. (Pp. xi + 629; 234 figures + tables.
DM. 45.) Berlin, Gottingen, Heidelberg: Springer-
Verlag. 1964.
In July 1963, CIBA of Bas1e sponsor d an international

symposium at Aix-en-Provence on the subject of iron
metabolism. Fifty-eight workers whose interest in this
field is well known were invited to attend. The papers
given and the discussion arising from these papers are
now published in this volume. The book is divided into
sections dealing with biochemistry, physiology, iron
deficiency and overload, and finally therapeutics. Each
section contains approximately 6 chapters followed by
relevant discussion. The book is not intended as, and
does not fulfil the requirements of, a textbook. Some of
the contributions include a review of the literature, but in
most cases the main part of the contribution is a review of
the author's own work. The book therefore presents a
very good cross-section of the research, both oasic and
applied, in iron metabolism.
The book is well illustrated; most of the illustrations

have been taken from lantern slides, and in certain cases
these do not fit neatly into the published text. However,
this aesthetic loss is more than compensated for by the
speed with which the editor has produced the book.

Naturally the standard of contribution and the style of
composition vary from one chapter to another. One
variation, however, that can be critized on editorial
grounds is the quotation of references. In some chapters
these are designated by numbers only, in others by the
leading author, and in others still by both author and
number. However, invariably at the end of each chapter
the references are given in a continuous form, using
abbreviations for journals which are not always those
internationally accepted. The index appears perfectly
adequate.

This book will provide little help to anyone whose main
interest is the therapuetic aspects of iron. However, it
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340 ARCHIVES OF DISEASE IN CHILDHOOD
will prove invaluable to those who wish to improve their
knowledge of iron metabolism. The wide coverage of
the subject and the extensive list of references quoted in
each chapter make it a good starting point for further
reading.

Our Blind Children, Growing and Learning with Them.
2nd ed. By BERTHOLD LOWENFELD. (Pp. xiv + 240;
illustrated. $7 00) Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1964.
Having met the writer of this book on various occasions,

and knowing of his international repute in the field of the
education of blind children, one is privileged to have a
preview of this second edition of Dr. Lowenfeld's book.
Throughout the whole of this work Dr. Lowenfeld has

the sound educational approach to the blind child, in
showing that though blind he is first and foremost a baby
or a child. His analysis of early parental thoughts on the
blind baby within the family will greatly assist such
parents and his insistence on normalcy does not affect the
awareness nor the unawareness that often accompany
blindness both collectively and individually. His advice
and guidance to parents of blind children are succinct and
equally sound for all those who have to work with young
blind children.

Dr. Lowenfeld has a wide knowledge of the problems
of blindness and does not seek to hide them. He does,
however, give advice and observations which help to
modify these problems, and place them in their proper
perspective. He avoids despair as he also avoids over-
optimism, and his guidance will be of great value to
parents and families who have a blind child.

In his references to the business of growing up, his
understanding of children and of blind children is always
evident. His suggestions on the need for tactual demon-
stration replacing lack of sight, and for a blind child's
need for maximum opportunities for manipulation,
adaptation, and touch discrimination, will be fully agreed
and accepted by all who have experience in working with
blind children. But with all the positive assertions that
Dr. Lowenfeld so rightly illustrates in his book, he does
not minimize the isolation and frustration that can loom
so large in the life of the blind child or indeed, of any
blind person: but he helps to lessen the isolation and
frustration by his own deep psychology and experience of
blind persons. At no time is this book dogmatic or
dictatorial, though the author is always sure in his
observations and advice. He wisely avoids too many
definite conclusions, and constantly reminds his readers
that the blind child is first and foremost an individual, so
there can be no general classification of the effects of the
blindness.

This book will be a direct help to many parents of blind
children; it will be equally helpful to those who work with
blind children in residential accommodation, public
school classes, itinerant services, or in any other form of
collective or individual work for children who are blind
and need special educational facilities.

In recent years two methods have loomed large in the
education of blind children-segregation and integration.
In putting forward the pros and cons of present systems

Dr. Lowenfeld has wisely steered a middle course in
quoting 'that each blind child should be educated accord-
ing to his individual needs, and that not for a long, long
time-if ever-will any of the three types of education
listed above eliminate the other two'. Time and again in
his writings Dr. Lowenfeld returns to what may be called
the time requirement of blindness. This is of vital
importance in the education of blind children, and is
something that must be faced by educationalists in
evaluating educational programmes. In giving his own
views on the experience and information necessary to all
blind children, the author never overlooks the need of the
blind child to have opportunity, time and guidance in
learning, to encourage the child's development to his
fullest potential.

This book confirms what many experienced teachers of
blind children have felt and learned through their work
with pre-school and school age blind children. Perhaps
Dr. Lowenfeld was a little ambitious in his writing on the
question of colour and light, with their meanings to the
totally blind child. To the child who has enjoyed sight
these things have positive meaning even when such
meaning eventually comes only through memory because
of total blindness. In the case of the child who is totally
blind from birth, the interpretation and understanding of
light and colour, particularly light, are hardly explained
with cetainty. I doubt if Dr. Lowenfeld himself is
satisfied with these two pages of his book. In fact he
passes the question back to others to a considerable
degree by writing 'you yourselves will find some way in
which you can explain them to your child.'
Our Blind Children, Growing and Learning with Them,

is a valuable contribution to the literature on blindness
and blind persons. It will certainly serve an important
purpose in assisting many parents of blind children
throughout the world; and will be of great value to all
teachers of blind children and particularly in those areas
of the world where such education and provisions are in
their infancy.

Research in Deafness in Children. Edited by L. FISCH.
(Pp. xiv + 103; illustrated. 15s.) Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications. 1964.
Deafness in children is an important and topical

subject and there has been a need for a guide on the
subject for paediatricians and other doctors working with
children. This little book goes far to supply this need
and to that extent is very welcome. Furthermore, the
length of the book is quite adequate without being tco
long to read in an evening, and the price is reasonable.

It is not in fact greatly concerned with research, apart
from one section in which some suggestions are thrown
out as to the more important aspects of deafness requiring
exploration. A more serious criticism is that the title
fails to disclose that most of this book is an almost
verbatim account of a conference held in the Spring of
1963. Consequently, a great deal of it, especially in the
first half, is subject to the comment recently made about
another book, that to put it in print between hard covers
was rather like preserving one's fingernail parings in a
matchbox, and about as useful.
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