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gratifying for, of 117 patients, only one died. Surprising
also seemed the claim of a cure in one-third of all the
patients with Waterhouse-Friderichsen syndrome.
Werner of Berlin regards tetracycline as the drug of

choice in pertussis. Antibiotics are given to young infants
and toddlers with the aim of preventing complications.
J. Sutherland's article on chemotherapy in the newborn
contains an interesting approach to the problem of dosage
based on studies of streptomycin clearance. Very useful
are the chapters on the side-effects of the antibiotics and a
concise but relatively comprehensive survey of the
individual antibiotics regarding antibacterial activity,
administration, absorption, and excretion.
The list of references at the end of each chapter is well

chosen and up to date.
The print is pleasing and the diagrams clear but the

captions occasionally too brief, with the exception of
Fig. 2 covering pages 90 and 91 relating the number of
rheumatic fever relapses to continued penicillin prophy-
laxis, which has none.

This is a timely and very helpful manual of antibiotic
treatment. To the younger paediatrician and to the
family doctor it offers a well of sound information that
will readily guide him through the maze of modern
antibiotics.

Klinik und Therapy der Vergiftungen. 4th ed. By SVEN
MOESCHLIN. (Pp. xxii + 750; 99 figures. DM. 66)
Stuttgart: Georg Thieme. 1964.
Four editions within 12 years is probably the best index

of the value and popularity of any medical textbook.
But if it deals with such a relatively limited subject as the
symptomatology and treatment of poisonings it is indeed
a sign of widespread recognition. In addition to the
fourth German edition, translations of this manual have
appeared in Italian, Polish, Spanish, and now also in
English.
The special sections are preceded by a general discussion

on incidence, distribution and principles of treatment of
poisonings with a useful chapter on the most important
antidotes which should be available in every hospital.
The detailed account of poisonings due to inorganic and
organic substances is followed by the toxicology of
important drugs such as sedatives, antipyretics, hypnotics,
tranquillizers, anticonvulsants, vitamins, hormones,
antibiotics etc. Particular attention has been paid to
some substances that have become ubiquitous in our
modern society, such as insecticides and plastics.
Included in the book also is a chapter on poison gases
prepared during World War II and other chemicals for
mass extermination. The author acknowledges there his
indebtedness to a number of informants who preferred to
remain anonymous.
Very helpful are the instructions on treatment of the

common complications of poisonings, particularly of
shock and disturbances of water and electrolyte metabol-
ism.
A tabulation of guiding symptoms at the end of the

book should facilitate greatly a correct diagnosis, which
may be extremely difficult in the absence of any history or

in the unconscious patient, where the nature of the poison
is unknown.

Since the author is a physician in charge of a large
medical unit his experience is based mainly on observation
of the industrial and suicidal poisonings while the
paediatrician is faced mainly with accidental poisoning.
However, the author has not neglected the aspects of

poisoning in childhood, and the paediatrician will find
relevant, though somewhat summary, up-to-date informa-
tion. Interestingly, calomel disease is not regarded as
identical with acrodynia but only as a part ofthe syndrome.
A strong plea is made to remove calomel from the
national pharmocopoeias.

Printing, paper, reproduction of photographs, and
diagrams are of excellent quality and a credit to the
publishers.

This book is an essential requisition for all concerned
with the treatment of poisonings.

Iron Metabolism, An International Symposium Sponsored
by CIBA. Aix-en-Provence, lst-5th July, 1963.
Chairmen J.-C. DREYFUS and G. SCHAPIRA. Edited by
F. GROSS with the assistance of S. R. NAEGELI and
H. D. PHILPS. (Pp. xi + 629; 234 figures + tables.
DM. 45.) Berlin, Gottingen, Heidelberg: Springer-
Verlag. 1964.
In July 1963, CIBA of Bas1e sponsor d an international

symposium at Aix-en-Provence on the subject of iron
metabolism. Fifty-eight workers whose interest in this
field is well known were invited to attend. The papers
given and the discussion arising from these papers are
now published in this volume. The book is divided into
sections dealing with biochemistry, physiology, iron
deficiency and overload, and finally therapeutics. Each
section contains approximately 6 chapters followed by
relevant discussion. The book is not intended as, and
does not fulfil the requirements of, a textbook. Some of
the contributions include a review of the literature, but in
most cases the main part of the contribution is a review of
the author's own work. The book therefore presents a
very good cross-section of the research, both oasic and
applied, in iron metabolism.
The book is well illustrated; most of the illustrations

have been taken from lantern slides, and in certain cases
these do not fit neatly into the published text. However,
this aesthetic loss is more than compensated for by the
speed with which the editor has produced the book.

Naturally the standard of contribution and the style of
composition vary from one chapter to another. One
variation, however, that can be critized on editorial
grounds is the quotation of references. In some chapters
these are designated by numbers only, in others by the
leading author, and in others still by both author and
number. However, invariably at the end of each chapter
the references are given in a continuous form, using
abbreviations for journals which are not always those
internationally accepted. The index appears perfectly
adequate.

This book will provide little help to anyone whose main
interest is the therapuetic aspects of iron. However, it
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