
100 ARCHIVES OF DISEASE IN CHILDHOOD
and a large part of the book is devoted to a detailed
radiological description of the joints and tissues involved.
Some interesting facts emerge from their survey con-
ceming the family backgrounds of the parents suggestive
of the possibility of an increased tendency to psycho-
somatic disease. Treatment is fully discussed and stress
is laid on the dangers of too rigid fixation of joints and on
the possible aggravation of the disease by failure of the
parents to appreciate its emotional aspects.

In the interesting historical survey at the commence-
ment of the book due credit is given to the late Sir
Frederick Still for his monumental work in providing the
first clear clinical description of the disease.

It is perhaps unfortunate that the authors in using
fairly strict criteria of diagnosis give little impression of
the true incidence of the disease as met with today in the
United States or elsewhere as one feels that many minor
cases must occur, which subside before developing the
major striking stigmata, but nevertheless might be indica-
tive of the gradually lessening severity of the illness.

In such a retrospective survey it is difficult to assess
the true value of the various serological tests commonly
used as diagnostic aids as so much depends on the time
when they were made in the course of the disease.

Cereal Palsy in Childhood and Adolescence. A Medical,
Psydcological and Social Study. By J. L. HENDERSON.
(Pp. vii; 403; 1 1 figures - 178 tables. 35s.)
Edinburgh and London: Livingstone. 1961.
This book is an account of a study under the Chair-

manship of Professor J. L. Henderson of cerebral palsy
in the Eastern Region of Scotland undertaken by the
Scottish Council for the Care of Spastics with the help of
the Advisory Committee on Medical Research (Scotland)
and the Department of Child Health in the University of
St. Andrews.
The Region comprises the cities of Dundee and Perth

and the counties of Angus, Perth and Kinross, and has a
population of 410,000, half of which is urban.
The survey discovered 240 cases of cerebral palsy

under the age of 21 years. These are subjected to detailed
medical, social and psychological analysis. Part I
briefly describes the methods of the survey and discusses
the prevalence and social distribution of cerebral palsy.
Parts II and III deal in considerable detail with the
medical, neurological and orthopaedic aspects, and Part
IV discusses the social and psychological aspects of
cerebral palsy, comparing and contrasting their findings
with those of other similar surveys in the United King-
dom and abroad. Part V discusses rather briefly some
aetiological considerations. This bald statrnent of
contents does little justice to the workmanlike analysis
of the survey that has been produced by Professor
Henderson and his colleagues.

In the sixth and final part, Professor Henderson draws
conclusions and makes recommendations. They may
seem brief and unspectacular, but they are sensible and
imaginative, and Professor Henderson outlines a plan
for a cerebral palsy centre that, if adopted, would result
in great improvements in the care of spastic children and

render possible the close integration of at least some of
these children into the communities as they grow up into
adult life. Professor Henderson points out that the
care of spastics is following a general pattern of initiation
and development by voluntary services, through to
takeover and integration into the statutory services when
their value has been proved beyond all doubt. He
suggests that such a trend is desirable provided always
that the high standards of habilitation set up by voluntary
services are maintained and enhanced, and that the
temptation to make the patients fit rigidly into services
already provided for other forms of handicap is resisted.
His final words are that 'statutory services without
workers especially trained in cerebral palsy habilitation,
and without the special facilities needed in this field.
would not be satisfactory'.

The E of the Normal Child. By
ALBERTO Fois; translated and edited by Niels L. Low.
(Pp. xvi - 124; 101 figures. 54s.) Springfield.
Illinois: Charles C. Thomas; Oxford: Blackwell.
1961.
An electroencephalogram is as difficult to describe as a

face and there is therefore something to be said for a por-
trait gallery of recordings as a guide for the interpreter
with insufficient personal experience to make unaided
judgments. This little book mainly consists of 101
full-page illustrations of ten-second strips of eight channel
electroencephalograms of children ranging from I month
to 14 years of age. For each age there are samples of
the E.E.G. when the child is awake, asleep and waking up.
The difficulty in preparing such a book lies in extracting

from a record lasting many minutes, a 10-second strip
which is typical of the whole, and this difficulty is
enhanced in a study of the EEG in childhood, since the
younger the subject the more does the appearance of the
EEG vary from minute to minute.
An author may be tempted to choose for illustration

a strip which is free from artefact. Dr. Fois does not
appear to have succumbed to this temptation, because
interference due to movement, muscular activity, the
electrocardiogram and even, occasionally, mains voltage
are not infrequently evident. Moreover, it is curious
that in nearly all the EEG's channel 4, recording from
the right temporal region, is flat. This is presumably
related to the fact that the recordings are 'unipolar' and
the reference electrode on the lobe of the ear.
However, these blemishes detract from the elegance

rather than the usefulness of the book which contains
a succinict account of the technique of electroencephalo-
graphy m children and of the main features of cerebral
electrical activity thus recorded.

Diagnostic Tests in Infants and Children. 2nd ed. By
HANS BEHRENDT. (Pp. 617; 73 figures - 117 tables.
112s. 6d.) London: Kimpton. 1962.
This second edition, 13 years after the first, is improved

in binding, paper and type-face, and though slimmer,
accommodates nearly 100 more pages. It lacks the

copyright.
 on M

ay 15, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://adc.bm
j.com

/
A

rch D
is C

hild: first published as 10.1136/adc.38.197.100-b on 1 F
ebruary 1963. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://adc.bmj.com/


BOOK REVIEWS 101
Introduction which in the former edition disarmed the
criticism that a book with this title did not deal with any
morphological tests, and that there should be no reference
to the cerebrospinal fluid, and a negligible reference to
haematology; this was because the emphasis was to be
on 'functional' tests. The book is, in fact, primarily
biochemical; of its 15 chapters the only four not wholly
chemical in content are those of the cardiovascular
system, the nervous system, immunological tests and
.selected haematological tests'. In the biochemical part
the tests are well selected and arranged, many new ones
have been introduced, and outmoded methods have been
pruned away. In almost every case the laboratory
procedures are described in full, so that the book is a
practical laboratory manuaL

There is, unfortunately, no general introduction which
might have contained a discussion of micromethods
that are so important to the paediatric pathologist.
The sections labelled 'Pediatric Considerations', appear-
ing with each test in the earlier edition, are now merged
in the general text. However, interpretation from the
paediatric viewpoint is uniformly well presented. So
much has been added, and the rewriting has been so
thorough, that we have now a new and up-to-date
textbook on functional tests, with an efficient index and
well-selected references, and one that most paediatric
units will wish to have at hand. The price is rather
high for private purchase.

BEtrage zir Klinik id der Coeliakie.
Codiakie-Sympos..n, Beip bei Bem, Mai 1961. Under
the direction of A. HoTTiNGet. (Reproduced from
AnnalesPaediatrici, Vol. 197, No. 5, 19%1, pp. 309-428.)
(Pp. 119; 20 figures + 9 tables. sFr. 15.) Basel:
S. Karger. 1961.
This interesting volume consists of a collection of

papers given in May 1%1 at a symposium on coeliac
disease in Bern. Two of the 13 contributions are in
English. That of Sir Wilfrid Sheldon and Dr. M.
Simpkiss deals with the therapy and prognosis of coeliac
disease. Prof. A. C. Frazer discusses the pathogenesis
of differirg forms of the malabsorption syndrome, and
the possible mechanism of action of wheat gluten. The
other papers are in German or French each followed by
a brief sununary in English.
A short history of coeliac disease is given by Professor

Fanconi; the typical symptoms, signs and laboratory
findings are described by Dr. H. Kaser. Other aspects
discussed in the symposium are the differential diagnosis;
the importance of changes of intestinal flora; emotional
disturbance in patients; the possible role of glutamic
acid in relation to lambliasis; the selective absorption
of fatty acids; and work on the allergic process in the
pathogenesis of the coeliac syndrome. The volume
concludes with a recorded general discussion by the
contributors.
The symposium presents in concise and authoritative

form current views on many aspects of the coeliac
syndrome.

Die Termiuale Strmbl. Capllabett u.ad Miro-
zrkkuhirM. By LEONHARD ILLiG. (Pp. xii + 458;
91 figures. DM. 98.) Berlin: Springer. 1961.
The author is a dermatologist who has devoted special

study to the peripheral circulation. The title, Die
Terminale Strombahi, is used to denote the sutmacro-
scopic part of the peripheral vasculature from smallest
arteries through arterioles, capillaries and venules to the
smallest veins. The monograph comprises a general
section and a special section. The former is devoted
to the anatomical plan of the peripheral circulation, its
motility and the influence thereon of various stimuli, the
regulation of capillary circulation, capillary permeability
and disorders of capillary circulation. The special
section describes the peripherl ciculation in various
organs and tissues.
As the author states in his preface, this volume does not

present new work, but is a review of observations made
on living animal tissues during the past 30 years. It is
carefully written and well documented. The illustrations
are good, but almost entirely derived from previous
publications. The young laboratory scientist may find
this synthesis a useful background to the more refined
techniques that are now mandatory, but it is unlikely
to make a wide appeal to the British paediatrician.

Diseases of the Ear, Nose and Tbroat in CbIdren. 2nd ed.
By T. G. WILsON. (Pp. xii + 351; 167 figures.
75s.) London: Heinemnann Medical Books. 1962.
This is an excellently produced book with good illus-

trations, and the bibliography shows that Mr. Wilson
has read very extensively. It must be regarded as the
textbook on its rather limited subject and should be
available to everyone who practises in this special field.
It was obviously difficult to decide how much could be
omitted, and it might have been of more practical help
if the pages devoted to the pathology of cholesteatoma
had been used for a more extensive discussion on the
difficult and common problem of chronic sinusitis in
children. One hopes that the section given to descriting
the guillotine operation for removal of tonsils will be
relegated to an historical appendix in the next edition,
and its place taken by a description of the paratonsillar
vein of Denis Browne, which is the cause of post-
operative bleeding, and the ligation of which, whenever
it is injured, is the clue to its prevention. Embryology
is very fully dealt with as is surely proper in a took
dealing with young subjects. It is all the more sur-
prising to read that deviation of the nasal septunm in
children requiring operative correction is usually
traumatic, when in London it seems much more often to
be developmental. The praiseworthy reluctance to
operate must have an individual variation, but possibly
the more spontaneous and natural life of the Irish, leads
to more broken noses.
The author must be congratulated on this very

excellent book apparently produced in the ample spare
time that falls to the lot of a practising surgeon when he is
not presiding at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland.

copyright.
 on M

ay 15, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://adc.bm
j.com

/
A

rch D
is C

hild: first published as 10.1136/adc.38.197.100-b on 1 F
ebruary 1963. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://adc.bmj.com/

