
202 4RCU!VP.SI OF flT(TA.4NZ (AT r-frfn)flnnff

book there is a list of over 700 references with titles in full
and an index which, though short, appears to function
efficiently.
To the reviewer, an English-style consulting paedia-

trician without special cardiac training, of average
intelligence but perhaps with difficulties regarding spatial
relationships, this book is a revelation and has led to a
revolution in the understanding of congenital cardiac
disease. Every page and illustration bears evidence of
imaginative effort spent in clarifying and elucidating
problems relating to the action and haemodynamics of
the heart working under abnormal conditions, and step
by step each investigation is made to yield up its logical
contribution to diagnosis. An important contributory
factor to the character of this book is the impeccably
simple and consequently lucid English in which it is
written, which must reflect on both the original Swedish
and on the translation.
The book sticks precisely to its terms of reference and

diagnosis never spills over into prognosis, nor is there
ever a hint that the subtle exposition of morbid anatomy,
physiology and haemodynamics might have a bearing on
treatment. But perhaps it would be greedy to ask for
more: it is a fine book to have to refer to frequently.

Rheumatic Fever: Epidemiology and Prevention. Ed. R.
CRUICKSHANK and A. A. GLYNN. (Pp. 193; 26 figs.
25s.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publ. 1959.
In September, 1956, at the invitation of Professor R.

Debre a conference was held at the International Child-
ren's Centre in Paris under the chairmanship of Dr. David
Rutstein.

Experts from all over the world assembled to discuss
the epidemiology and prevention of rheumatic fever.
This record of the proceedings is arranged in sections,
each of which is introduced by an acknowledged authority
(R. Wahl, P. Hedlund, M. McCarty, E. G. L. Bywaters,
M. Finland, P. Mozziconacci and Mlle J. Labesse), and
each is followed by a series of short communications and
a general discussion. Among a large number of distin-
guished delegates Bruce Perry, R. E. 0. Williams and
R. Cruickshank represented Great Britain.

This account contains a cross section of international
opinion regarding the bacteriology and immunology of
Group A haemolytic streptococci, including practical
information about the isolation and recognition of these
organisms and their antibodies. This is followed by a
discussion of the epidemiology of streptococcal infections
and their relationship to the development of rheumatic
fever in certain individuals. This leads naturally to
consideration of methods of preventing rheumatic fever.

After an interesting discussion by Finland on changes
in the resistance of bacteria to antibiotics since 1949, a
number of important points were raised. For example,
although sulphonamides are suitable for prophylaxis
of rheumatic fever since they are not bactericidal, they are
quite unsuitable for treatment of streptococcal infections
or for the prevention of first attacks. Penicillin is the
most effective available agent, both for prevention and
control of streptococcal infection. Unfortunately half

the attacks of rheumatic fever occur without any obvious
sore throat and the diagnosis of rheumatic fever is still
largely a matter of clinical judgment and application of
the criteria laid down by Duckett Jones.
The proceedings of the Conference have been trans-

lated and edited by Professor R. Cruickshank and Dr.
A. A. Glynn, who are successful in producing a readable
and well balanced book.

The Artificial Feeding of Normal Infants. By WILLIAM
EMDIN. (Pp. 113; 3 figs. 16s.) Howard Timmins.
1959.
It is not very long since the artificial feeding of infants

was considered an exact science and books on the subject
were bulky and their formulae complicated. As a
result few students made any serious attempt to under-
stand the problem and many practitioners have been
content to leave it to their nursing associates or advised
mothers to follow the instructions on the tin.

Since then the subject has been simplified and it is
realized that most babies are very tolerant and will
survive on almost anything approaching a normal feed.
There can be no scientific exactitude in a subject where
measurements are in teaspoons which from house to
house vary in size and in how well they are filled.
A new difficulty has arisen, however, in the multi-

plicity of preparations now available for infant feeding
and this book sets out to present 'a simple, practical
feeding scheme applicable to feeding with natural cows'
milk and all types of the proprietary milk products in
common use'. In this it succeeds admirably and the
principles laid down are those generally recognized by
paediatricians as the most satisfactory.
The book is divided into three parts. The first

considers artificial feeding in general, the second des-
cribes the use of the different preparations available, and
the last is an up to date discussion on mixed feeding and
the use of dietary supplements. The subject matter is
clearly and simply presented and there are numerous
valuable tables making for easy reference.

This is a most satisfactory book and one which I have
no hesitation in recommending to students, nurses and
practitioners.

A Manual of Paediatrics for South-East Asia. Edited by
PINCHAS ROBINSON and ARVID WALLGREN. (Pp.
xIX +464. Rs. 7.50.) Calcutta: Orient Longmans.
1959.
Although half the world's children live in the tropics

and sub-tropics, the study of disease problems among
them has been slow to gather momentum. Now,
however, things are changing, and tropical paediatrics is
becoming recognized as a subject worthy of world-wide
study. Courses are being held, Chairs established, a
journal is now flourishing, and finally the text-books have
appeared.

This is the second book to have been published within
the last two years, with two distinguished editors and 55
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contributors. The editors criticize the first book on
grounds of expense, and this book is a courageous
attempt to reduce cost by the 'economy' standard of its
production, and by virtually abolishing illustrations.

Such an attempt, however, is bound to be fraught with
difficulties, and it must be confessed that this is rather
an odd book. Its 440 pages of text are subdivided into
a very large number of small essays with no attempt at
grouping under common headings by system. The
result is a volume, more readable than most text-books,
but disconcertingly haphazard for the undergraduate at
whom it is largely aimed. One feels that a little co-ordi-
nation and fusion of the many separate sections would
produce a much more coherent book.
The question of format, however, is less important

than that of content and balance, and this is where the
book is most open to criticisms. A few instances will
suffice. The section on rare muscular disorders is given
almost as much space as the whole of the respiratory
tract; coeliac disease and fibrocystic disease of the
pancreas are together granted only half a page; and,
surely, in a book designed to cover tropical paediatrics,
there is something wrong when kwashiorkor is dismissed
in one page, and the whole of infant feeding, nutritional
disorders and vitamin deficiencies are given less space
than the much rarer disorders of the endocrine glands.
Whilst, too, it is quite legitimate, though perhaps unwise,
to dispense with illustrations in a book of this sort, one
wonders what purpose is served by including 13 only,
four of them on one disease.
Taken individually, many of the sections are admirable.

But the preface states the aim of the book as one 'which
covers all or most aspects of child care as those appear
in this part of the world, which includes the total field
of paediatrics as taught in the West, and many other
problems which are of little or no importance there'.
This would be a very large claim for a much larger book,
and is far from being realized here.

In its present form it is difficult to recommend this
book as the sole paediatric text-book for undergraduates.
But if in future editions the editors would expand those
parts dealing with the tropical and preventive aspects,
especially as they apply to South-East Asia, and reduce
somewhat those sections on general paediatrics which
are dealt with more fully in other books, the book would
establish itself as a useful and interesting companion to a
new and important subject.

Le Bien-Etre de L'Enfant en Afrique au Sud du Sahara.
By MAURICE GAUD. (Pp. 186.) Published by the
Centre International de L'enfance, Lagos. 1959.
The publication commemorates and, to some extent,

reports the proceedings of a six-day congress covering
an immense field which was held in Lagos in March,
1959, under the Chairmanship of Professor Robert
Debre. Delegates from European countries with
African interests joined representatives from the terri-
tories themselves, the majority of whom held some
administrative post. The participants are categorized

in the preface as sociologists, ethnologists, agronomists,
psychologists, physical anthropologists, educators and
specialists-in public health, sanitary education, growth,
and juvenile delinquency. There were also observers
from a number of political organizations. Scientific
communications seem to have been concerned with
correspondingly diffuse subject matter, without much
integration, although the abstracts (in French and
English) are too brief to provide much more than main
headings. Valuable as this volume should prove as a
memento for those fortunate enough to have attended
the congress, it is unlikely to be of profit to a wider
public, unless perhaps for the useful bibliography that
concludes it.

Le Nouveau-n&-Directives Therapeutiques Medico-chir-
urgicales. By MARCEL FEvRE. (Pp. 190; Fr. fr.
2,500.) Paris: G. Doin et Cie. 1959.
This book is written for children's physicians by a

surgeon, with the intention of showing them the indica-
tions for surgical intervention in the newborn. The
author is professor of paediatric and orthopaedic surgery
in the faculty of medicine in Paris and has already written
a book about paediatric surgery for surgeons.

It is obvious on reading the book that he is a surgeon
of wide experience and considerable skill. He keeps
admirably to his self-imposed limits and does not discuss
details of technique of no interest to physicians. The
chapters cover conditions requiring immediate treatment,
birth injuries, visible congenital defects, internal con-
genital defects, disorders of the post natal period and
resuscitation. A wide range of conditions is covered
in considerable detail. The methods described are
modern and in most cases similar to those used in
Britain; the chapter on intestinal obstruction is particu-
larly good. The chief defect in the book is the lack of
illustrations, necessary for the rare conditions described.
There are a few adequate diagrams and a handful of very
bad photographs. The book is paper-backed and uncut.
The type used is admirable and there is a good index.
The author deliberately limits his references to 18 stan-
dard works, although he names many more authors in
the text (including 'Grey and Turner'!).

This is a good and unusual book which requires little
knowledge of the French language and will provide all
paediatric physicians with a good deal of new informa-
tion.

Paediatric Tutorials: The Newly Born Infant. By
ANDREW BOGDAN. (Pp. 38; 3s.) Available from
Anstick's Medical Bookshop, 53 Great George Street,
Leeds 1, and other medical bookshops.
Dr. Bogdan has constructed a small notebook to be

used at the cot-side. The main headings are filled in
which deal with the normal and sick infant and ample
blank pages are included for the student to make his
own notes.
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