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the right hand. In both the lesions healed by
scarng and tissue loss.
TreabteL Treatment with sodium penicillin

initiated marked general improvement and obvious
clinial retrogression of the local lesions. In the
initial stages of the condition the child also received
potassium iodide. The use of potassium iodide as
a therapeutic test is, however, according to Stokes,
of little value, as other vascular diseases besides
those associated with syphilis may show some
favourable response. The child received 50,000
units of sodium penicillin, six-hourly at first, to a
total of 1,500,000 units. Subsequently he received
a further course of 60,000 units three-hourly for
sixteen days.
We must admit the possibility that the initial

treatment with penicillin may have been somewhat
inadequate. Tissue necrosis was already incipient
when treatment was begun, but in view of the extent
of recovery, particularly as regards the digits of the
left hand, more heroic doses might have been given
with advantage.

In cases where syphilis is suspected early, energetic
treatment at the stage of primary discoloration may
possiblv produce a recovery without loss of tissue.
Barker (1948), reviewing penicillin treatment of
syphilis, considers that the course of penicillin given
for the treatment of congenital syphilsm the past
tended to be inadequate and of insuffcient duration,
and the relapse rate was unfortunately high. It
appears that the minimum dose should be 20,000
units per lb. of body weight, given three-hourly for
fifteen days. The optimum dose may be even larger
and should be about 50,000 units in twenty-four
hours per lb. of body weight, and given at three-
hourly intervals. In forty to fifty per cent. of cases
a reaction in the form of mild fever for two or
three days may follow commencement of penicillin.
Such a reaction was shown in this child. Gastro-
intestinal disturbance mav also occur in this phase

of the theapy, but such reactions are rarely severe
enough to justify any modification of the treatment.

Summary
An example of peripheral gangrene in a child

under two years of age and suffering from con-
genital syphilis is descibed. Gangrene in the
extremities in infancy and childhood is also briefly4
reviewed.

We are indebted to Prof. A V. Neale for his
interest in our paper and for his permission to use
the clinical data. Dr. A. D. Fraser kindly reported
upon the pathological examination of the excised
tissue. We are grateful to the staff of the Dorset
County Hospital for some of the earier notes in
the clinical history and for the photographs of the
child.
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REVIEWS
Garrod, Batten, and Tbhsfiehd's Diseae of Children

(Fourth Edifti). Edited by DONALD PATERSON,
M.D., F.R.C.P., Consulting Physician, Hospital
for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street, and
ALAN MONCRE1FF, M.D., F.R.C.P., Nuffield
Professor of Child Health, University of London.
Vol. II. With contributions by twenty-four
contributors. 1949. London: Edward Arnold
and Company. Pp. 1033. (Price 40s.)
The second volume of this famous textbook has

appeared after the first volume has already been
reprinted. This alone should ensure the successor
an immeiiate and hungry public. The subjects
dealt with are organic and functional disorders of
the nervous system; congenital mental defect;

diseases of the eyes, muscles, bones, and joints;
orthopaedic surgery; medical diseases and surgery
of the urogenital system; diseases of the liver,
peritoneum, skin, and cardiovascular system;
rheumatism; blood -disorders; infections and
venereal diseases; and malignant disease in child-
hood. The first section (organic diseases of the
nervous system) is of particular interest, since it
represents a combined production by a physician
and a neurosurgeon; it has been entirely re-written,
providing a reminder, perhaps, that neurology is not
the sterile and static academic discipline sometmes
imagined. With such variety of subjects and authors
represented, it need only be said of the second
volume as a whole that it maintains the standard
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set by its predecessor and complets what has been
a popular British textbook for some thirty-six years.

IU Cbild in Health and Disease. A Textbook for
Stulets and Practinrs of Medicine. Edited
by CLrroRD G. GRULE, M.D., Rush Professor
of Pediatrics, University of Illinois; and
R. CANNoN EL", M.D., Asciate in Pediatics
and Communicable Disases, Harvard University
Medical School. 1948. Baltimore: The Williams
and Wldkins Company. Pp. 1066.
With seventy-five contributors represented within

the covers of a single volume, this is a work which
mnight well have appeared as a system of paediatrics
in the more spacious days of publishing. The
single-volume format, however, has much to
reo mmend it, and although it has taken several
years to produce, the editors are to be congratulated
on the addition of an up-to-date and authoritative
contribution to the literature. It would be impos-
sible to attain a uniform standard throughout a
'work of this type, and different authors have
inevitably pitched their contributions at somewhat
different levels. The editors' own contributions,
'which deal principally with infant feeding (Grulee)
and communicable diseases (Eley), may be taken
as representing the balance of practical and scientific
approach aimed at; these sections are excellent.
A minor criticism might be made of the indexing,
'which whilst- extensive, is sometimes inadequate.
Thus under ' diarrhoea,' surely one of the most
important symptoms in paediatrics, there are only
ireferences to epidemic diarrhoea of the newborn
and to diarhoea in urinary-tract infections; under
' dehydration ' the only reference is to dehydration-
fever of the newborn. The book as a whole will
be found too full for the average student during the
limited period of his paediatric study, but it is a
valuable work of reference which deserves wide
popularity.

The 1948 Year Book of Pediatratics. Edited by
N. G. PONCHER, M.D., Professor of Pediatrics,
University of Illinois College of Medicine. 1948.
Cbicago: The Year Book Publishers. Pp. 542.

The Medeal Am_1 194& Edited by SIR HEbuzY
TIDY, K.B.E., F.R.C.P., and A. FLENDLE SHORT,
M.D., F.R.C.S. 1948. Bristol: John Wright
and Sons. Pp. 414. (Price 25s.)
The first of these two hardy annuals now appears

under new editorship, though Dr. Isaa Abb is
described as 'editor emeritus ' in recognition of his
rearkably long period of continuous service.
Otherwise no very striking changes have been made,
either in the aim or format of the book. The editor
notes that a recent American survey showed that
75 per cent. of the care of children was in the hands
of geneal practitioners, and accordingly he has
emphasized the practical aspects of paediatrics- in
the selection of papers abstracted.
The 'Medical Annual ' is now in its sixty-sixth

year, and observes a strictly traditional appearance

which, whilst riniscent of the best Vlctorian
bedside manner, covers a shrewd assessment of
recent advances. A number of medical diseases of
childhood are reviewed by Dr. R. E. Bonham-
Carter, and paediatric surgery by the late Sir John
Fraser. A review of the clinical applications of
the Rhesus factor is written by the late Dr. D. A. C.
McRae.
There is evidently still a place for annuals of this

type, though in view of the enormous growth of the
world literature, and the more extensive monthly
abstracting services now available, annual publica-
tions.which appear late will be valued more for their
critical judgment than as means of keeping abreast
of recent publications.

An Atlas of Bone-maow Patology. By M. C. G.
IsRAELS, M.Sc., M.D., M.R.C.P., Lecturer and
Deputy Director, Department of Haematology,
the University and Royal Infirmary, Manchester..
illustrations by D. Davidson. 1948. London:
William Heinemann Medical Books. Pp. 79.
(Price 30s.)
Since examination of bone-marrow has become

an essential haematological technique, an atlas as
well-illustrated as this will be welcome. From the
paediatric viewpoint, however, the two pages of
text devoted to the bone-marrow in infants and
children are disappointing. Whilst paediatric hae-
matology is admittedly a speialized subject, it is
all the more important that pathologist who deal
principally with adults but are required from time to
time to report on the bone-marrow of infants and
young children, should have a reliable work of
reference available. It is to be hoped that both
text and illustration dealing with normal and
abnormal bone-marrow in infancy will be supple-
mented in future editions.

Housewife Baby Book. By ANNE CuTBFERT. 1948.
' Housewife Magazine ' Hulton Press, Ltd. Pp.
254. (Price &8. 6d.)
This book is of considerable interest as it repre-

sents the type of paediatric teaching actually reaching
the home. The author, who writes with the
experience of having reared four children herself
and of having been the superintendent of a London
infant welfare clinic, is director of the 'mothercraft
section ' of a popular woman's magazne. It may
be said at once that her book contains a wealth of
useful information presented readably and for the
most part with commonsense. In these days of
specialiation, it is refreshing to find the same
individual prepared to advise on diet during
pregnancy, bathroom exercises, nursery schools,
knitting matinee coats, religious education, worms,
nursing, good manners, the salary of a housekeeper,
masturbation, design of brassieres, and 'eneuresis '
(sic). The reviewer turned with hope to the
sections on infant feeding and on washing napkins.
The first proved in the main simple and practical,
but was marred by the usual hp-service to rigid
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