
BRITISH PAEDIATRIC ASSOCIATION
PROCEEDINGS OF AN EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING
An Extraordinary General Meeting was held at the

Royal Society of Medicine. 1, Wimpole Street, W.l, on
Saturday, December 12, 1942.

Business proceedings: The President, Professor L. G.
Parsons (Birmingham), was in the Chair, and there were
40 members present.

Apologies for absence were received from Drs. J.
Murray Bligh. R. W. Brookfield, Neil Hobhouse, F. John
Povnton. A. G. Ogilvie, Eric Pritchard, James Rogers,
Hugh Thursfield, E. R. C. Walker (now a prisoner of
war) and K. D. Wilkinson.
The Minutes of the last Meeting held on May 29,

1942. were read and confirmed and signed by the Presi-
dent.
The following were unanimously elected Honorary

Members:-
Dr. Charles Richard Box. Dr. Edward Alfred

Cockavne. Professor Charles McNeil and Dr.
Reginald Henry Miller,

and in addition Dr. R. R. Struthers of Montreal was
elected a Corresponding Member.

After prolonged discussion. the question of the election
of ordinary members and of admitting women to the
membership of the Association was referred for further
consideration at the next General Meeting.
The Secretary reported that the booklet was constantly

being used as a means of introducing the Association to
other bodies, and in view of this fact, it was suggested
that the booklet when reprinted might haxe inserted
against each member's name, his degrees and one appoint-
ment. It w-as resolved that this be carried out.

Treasurer's report. It was reported that in xiew of
increased expenditure. £100 only had been inxested in
WNar Loan.

Secretari 's report on general activities of the executive
committee: This was received with much interest and
it was resolved that it be circulated to all members.

You hax-e had circulated to you a copy of the report
on the discussion which took place at Windermere on
May 29. 1942. At that meeting it was proposed bv Pro-
fessor J. C. Spence and seconded by Dr. A. Ogilvie
'That this Meeting instruct the Executive Committee
to interest themselx es in and adsise any appropriate
authority in current Paediatric Problems, and for this
purpose be empowered to co-opt members both from the
Association and other bodies.' Current problems for
the Executive Committee to consider and take action
upon were:-

(a) Nutrition (with special reference to vitamin 'D '),
Neonatal Mortality, Day nurseries, Breast feeding in
relation to female labour, Juxenile delinquency, Safe
milk and the Early diagnosis of tuberculosis.
You have received a copy of a memorandum on all these

subjects, and it is these which will form the basis of our
discussion during the morning session. The Ministry
of Health, the Ministry of Food and the Board of Educa-
tion acknowledged the reports and we are meeting
Representatives of the Ministry of Food in the course of
the next month with regard to the vitamin 'D' report.
You will remember it was also agreed that the possi-

bility of a survey of the incidents of rickets throughout
the country be discussed, and your Executive have
appointed Drs. A. Moncrieff and S. Graham to organize
such a survey. The cost of this survey is being met by a
special grant from the Ministry of Health, and it is taking

place in twenty different centres, during the six weeks
from the middle of January to the end of February, 1943.
X-ravs of the wrists of infants between three and eighteen
months are to be taken and a detailed questionnaire
completed for each child. Sufficient copies of this
questionnaire will be sent to each centre. The x-rays
will be examined by a committee of radiologists and the
facts obtained in the questionnaire analysed by Dr.
Percy Stocks. It is hoped to obtain up to two hundred
children at each of the twentv centres. Dr. Percy Stocks
is statistician to the Ministrv of Health.

(b) Future paediatric policy, with special reference to
the memorandum prepared by the London members of
the association: You will have received a copy of a
report submitted by Professor J. C. Spence to the
Nuffield Trust, and also a report prepared by Professor
L. G. Parsons on 'Suggestions for the improvement of
Teaching in Paediatrics in the University, and for the
Provision of a Paediatric Service for Birmingham and
District.' You also received a copy of the Memorandum
submitted by the Association to the Interdepartmental
Committee on Medical Schools.
A Deputation, composed of Professors Parsons and

Spence and Drs. Capon, Moncrieff, Paterson and Wyllie,
waited on the Interdepartmental Committee on Medical
Schools, on Wednesday, October 28, 1942. They gave
es idence in support of the Memorandum, and it mar be
stated that they were thanked and complimented on the
well-organized way in which their evidence was pre-
sented. Professor Charles McNeil gas-e evidence before
the Interdepartmental Committee when it visited Edin-
burgh, on much the same lines as the evidence given by
the Executive Committee in London. The Association
was asked bv the Interdepartmental Committee to pre-
pare a Memorandum on 'Accommodation for Newly-
born Infants in Maternity Hospitals.' and this report is
in process of preparation and discussion.

(c) Paediatric aspects in ' Group Practice ' or similar
developments arising out of the forthcoming report of
the B.M.A.'s Planning Commission: You will have
received the Memorandum prepared by the Executive,
on the Draft Interim Report of the Medical Planning
Commission of the B.M.A. Professor Charles McNeil
and Dr. F. M. B. Allen are carefully watching the
interests of paediatrics as members of the Planning
Commission.

(d) The sending of a Resolution to the General
Nursing Council, the College of Nursing and the
Nursing Division of the Ministrv of Health, strongly
urging the retention of the special register of Sick
Children's Nurses: This whole matter is under con-
sideration, and much correspondence has passed back
and forth. The Executive Committee have continued to
protest against any attempt to do away with this Register.

(e) What part the British Paediatric Association should
take in child relief in Europe: You have received a
circular letter on this subject, and the sub-committee
dealing with this matter are awaiting your reply before
taking further steps. In future, this is to be known as
the Sub-Committee for Continental Child Relief.

(f) That Paediatrics should form a more important
part in the final examination of Students: In August of
this year, all the Universities and Examining Bodies were
written to, deploring the lack ofinterest in and prominence
given to diseases of children in the final examination of
the medical curriculum, and urging that, in view of the
growing recognition of the importance of this subject
in the health of the nation, much more attention be
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54 ARCHIVES OF DISEASE IN CHILDHOOD
paid to this aspect of medicine by those responsible for
conducting the examination. The President undertook
to raise this question at the General Medical Council.
A number of replies were received which were most un-
satisfactory. The three most satisfactory replies up to
date came from Glasgow, Belfast and Liverpool, and it
was suggested to various of the examining bodies that
they might like to adopt some of the measures taken by
these three Universities. The Royal College of Physicians
has asked for a Delegation from the Association to meet
their Planning Comnmittee and discuss this question
during the month of January, 1943.

Conference: The organization of the Conference which
is to take place this aftemoon with members of the
following: the Public Health Services, Medical Officers
of Schools Association, Children's Section of the Royal
Society of Medicine and Representatives of the B.M.A.
has occupied much of your Executive's time and thought.
Various important officials of Public Bodies mentioned
on the Agenda have been invited. The Draft Agenda
was revised after a Conference with representatives of
the Society of Medical Officers of Health.
Other Activities:
Members will have received a copy of the Association's

Booklet, 1942/43. About one hundred copies of this
booklet have been circulated with various letters and
reports introducing the B.P.A.
The President contributed a most valuable article to

The Times, under the title of 'The Children's Health,' on
September 12, 1942, which many of you will have read
with pleasure.
Members will also have noted with satisfaction that

publicity has been given to various of our Memoranda
in the Medical Press.
The Executive Committee has been in touch with the

Child Guidance Council, and the Association's policy is
that the setting up of Child Guidance Clinics should be
done in close association with the Children's Depart-
ments of Teaching Hospitals or in Children's Hospitals
themselves, and that such clinics should be staffed as
recommended by the Child Guidance Council, i.e. with
fully-trained psychiatrists, psychologists and social
workers with psychiatric training, working in close co-
operation with the paediatrician.
Rheumatism: The Executive is contemplating a

Memorandum on Rheumatism, and various members of

the Association will be asked to take part. The Secre-
tary of this Sub-Committee is Professor Bruce Perry.
Your Executive Committee met in July, September,

October, November and December. The total time
during which they were in session at their meetings ex-
ceeded twenty-five hours, and the various members
travelled a total distance of more than 11,000 miles.
Since we last met on May 29, 1942, over 800 letters have
been dispatched, either containing reports or in answer
to communications, and the number of words in the
memoranda which each member has received have
exceeded 25,600.

Honours: Our President was congratulated by the
executive committee on your behalf on being awarded
by the Royal College of Physicians the Moxon medal,
which is awarded every third year to the person who is
deemed to have most distinguished himself by observa-
tion and research in clinical medicine, and also on being
appointed first Charles West Lecturer-a lecture on
Diseases of Children to be given every third year.
The Executive, on your behalf, also congratulated

Professor J. C. Spence on his appointment as Professor
of Child Health at Durham University.

Letters of thanks from the executive committee have
been sent both to members of the Association and co-
opted individuals who have assisted so whole-heartedly
in the preparation of the various memoranda and reports.
My grateful thanks are due to Dr. Alan Moncrieff for

much help in my Secretarial work, and to my Secretary,
Miss N. Hair, for her untiring efforts on the Associations
behalf.

(Signed) DONALD PATERSON.
12th December, 1942.

It was resolved that the date and place of the next
meeting be left to the Executive Committee.

Scientific proceedings: A report on the Early Diagnosis
of Tuberculosis in Childhood was received and discussed.
It was referred back to the sub-committee for recon-
sideration. Other reports, previously circulated, were
discussed. These included reports on Breast feeding in
relation to female labour, Safe milk, Juvenile de-
linquencies, Neonatal Mortality, The dosage of vitamin
D, War-tirme Nurseries. (Some of these are printed
below).

REPORTS OF SUB-COMMITTEES
At the Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the British Paediatric Association it was decided to instruct the

executive committee to investigate certain problems. This has been carried out by various sub-com-

mittees and individuals, and the reports in each instance have been passed by the executive committee
and submitted to the general meeting held in London on December 12, 1942.

NEONATAL MORTALITY
BY C. McNEIL (EDINBURGH-CHAIRMAN), N. B. CAPON (LIVERPOOL-SECRETARY), W. R. F. COLLIS

(DUBLIN). S. GRAHAM (GLAsGow) and A. MONCRIEFF (LoNDON-)

1. We wish to make it clear, at the outset, that when
we speak of neonatal mortality we have also in mind
(a) the no less important, though less sharply defined
question of neonatal morbidity: and (b) the loss of
potential lives by stillbirth. In regard to neonatal
morbidity, it should be stressed that though young
infants possess a remarkable power of recovery from
trauma and illness, failure to make full recovery is
especially regrettable in early life, when each individual
should be entitled to the prospect of a long term of good
health.

2. It is common knowledge that the gratifying decline
in the infant mortality rate which has taken place in
most countries during the past fifty years or more has
not been accompanied by a correspondingly satisfactory

fall of the neonatal mortality rate. Yet some countries
and areas (e.g. Holland, Australasia, and the large cities
of the U.S.A.) have been more successful in this respect
than others (e.g. Scotland, England, and Wales). which
shows that the problem is not insoluble.

3. In studying neonatal mortality, it is important to
view the particular epoch in its relationship both to pre-
ceding events and to subsequent life. Without entering
into detail, it is apparent that adverse influences may
operate:

(a) Hereditarilv.
(b) During embryonic life, e.g. congenital malforma-

tions.
(c) During foetal life, e.g. syphilis.
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