





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Archives of Disease in Childhood]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 103, Issue 11 
	Reliability of capillary blood potassium measurements in children with acute gastroenteritis


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    PostScript


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Letter


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Reliability of capillary blood potassium measurements in children with acute gastroenteritis
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0953-2188Jan Krzysztof Nowak1, 
	Hanna Wielińska1, 
	Michał Dąbrowski1, 
	Paula Szydłowska1, 
	Mariusz Szczepanik1, 
	Patrycja Krzyżanowska1, 
	Rémi Duclaux-Loras2, 
	Jarosław Walkowiak1

	
1
Department of Pediatric Gastroenterology and Metabolic Diseases, Poznan University of Medical Sciences, Poznan, Poland


	
2
Service d’hépatologie, gastroentérologie et nutrition pédiatrique, Hospices Civils de Lyon, Hôpital Femme Mère Enfant, Lyon, France



	Correspondence to
 Dr Jan Krzysztof Nowak, Department of Pediatric Gastroenterology and Metabolic Diseases, Poznan University of Medical Sciences, Poznan 60566, Poland; jan.nowak{at}ump.edu.pl





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/archdischild-2017-314561

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	measurement
	gastroenterology
	statistics

Potassium concentration in children is commonly assessed via capillary blood. Although the risk of false hyperkalaemia due to cell lysis is widely acknowledged, the quantitative data regarding the accuracy of this measurement are lacking.1–3 The aim of our study was to compare potassium concentration in the capillary blood, taken in the emergency room, with that of the serum potassium once intravenous access was obtained on admission to the ward.
Health records (2006–2015) of patients discharged from Poznan University of Medical Sciences children’s hospital with the main diagnosis of acute gastroenteritis (AGE; n=1080; International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision: A09, A08.0, A08.2) were screened for the following inclusion criteria: potassium and sodium concentrations measured in the capillary blood before admission to the ward,1 in the serum on admission to the ward,2 and a difference in time of less than 4 hours between the results of capillary and venous blood analyses.3

Capillary blood potassium was … 
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