





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Archives of Disease in Childhood]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 102, Issue Suppl 1 
	G133(P) Reducing social inequalities in childhood vaccination uptake


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    British Association for Child and Adolescent Public Health


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      G133(P) Reducing social inequalities in childhood vaccination uptake
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	C Uhomoibhi1,2, 
	H Bedford1, 
	A Pearce1

	[bookmark: aff-1]
1Population, Policy, and Practice Programme, University College London Great Ormond Street Institute of Child Health, London, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]
2School of Medicine, Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, Dublin, Ireland





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Aim To review studies evaluating the effectiveness of state and national policies or programmes on social inequalities in vaccination uptake, since the 2009 NICE evidence review ‘Reducing differences in the uptake of immunisations in children and young people aged under 19 years’.

Methods Terms related to ‘immunisation’, ‘policy’, ‘programme’, ‘inequality’, and ‘child’ were searched for in: Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR), Scopus, PubMed/Medline, Web of Science (WOS), The Campbell Collaboration, and OvidSp, and limited to quantitative studies of state and national immunisation policies/programmes published 2008–2015, in English, and carried out in the UK and other high-income countries with similar immunisation contexts (Western Europe, USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand).
The following study characteristics were noted: policy/programme type, target audience, method of assignment to case/control, method of analysis, change in vaccination coverage and its social distribution.

Results 3816 records were initially identified and narrowed down to 214 full-text articles. Of these, 11 studies were identified as relevant i.e. original research evaluating a state or national immunisation policy or programme, and its effects on one or more parameters of social disparity in vaccine uptake.
The majority of studies were North American, and examined inequalities associated with ethnicity and income. The studies evaluated school-entry vaccination requirements (SVR, n=2), school-based delivery/catch-up programmes (SBD, n=2), free vaccination programmes (FVP, n=3), reminder/recall systems and home visitors (RSHV, n=2), the use of vaccination coordinators (VC, n=1), and a multi-system approach (MSA, n=1) involving health visitors, parental support groups and vaccination promotion initiatives.
All policies except MSA showed evidence of increased vaccination uptake. However, only SBD and FVP achieved herd immunity. SBD, FVP and VC were associated with statistically significant reductions in social inequality in uptake, although none removed inequality altogether.

Conclusion A relatively small number of studies were available for review, and their generalisability is limited as health systems and population characteristics vary by country. Nevertheless, the majority of the national and state-level policies/programmes reviewed increased overall vaccination coverage. SBD, FVP and VC led to reduced inequalities in childhood vaccination, although none completely eliminated the inequality in uptake.
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