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Clinical scenario
A 3-year-old boy presents to his local district general hospital with a 1-day history of fever and shortness of breath. He is admitted to the paediatric ward for ongoing observation and management. The nursing staff calculate a paediatric early warning score (PEWS), based on physiological parameters, with each set of nursing observations. The student nurse on the ward notices that your chart is different from the one used by the paediatric ward on her last placement. She asks you how accurately paediatric early warning scoring systems predict serious clinical deterioration, particularly cardiopulmonary arrest (CPA), paediatric intensive care admission or paediatric high-dependency care admission.

Clinical question
In paediatric inpatients, can a paediatric early warning trigger or scoring system predict serious clinical deterioration?



  





Search
Medline 1950 to present from PubMed
Cochrane Library Issue 9, September 2014
Search terms used: ((‘pediatrics’[MeSH Terms] OR ‘pediatrics’[All Fields] OR ‘paediatric’[All Fields]) OR (‘pediatrics’[MeSH Terms] OR ‘pediatrics’[All Fields] OR ‘pediatric’[All Fields])) AND (early[All Fields] AND warning[All Fields]) AND ((‘Sentinel Event Alert’[Journal] OR ‘alert’[All Fields]) AND (‘standards’[Subheading] OR ‘standards’[All Fields] OR ‘criteria’[All Fields]))
No limits were placed on the search.
Studies conducted on paediatric inpatient populations, aged 0–16 years, in developed countries were included.
One systematic review, 12 papers validating PEWS in paediatric inpatients were found. Five … 
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