





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Archives of Disease in Childhood]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 100, Issue 5 
	Shedding light on non-accidental bruising


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Editorial


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Shedding light on non-accidental bruising
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Terence Stephenson

	Correspondence to
 Professor Terence Stephenson, Institute of Child Health, UCL, 30 Guilford Street, London WC1N 1EH, UK; t.stephenson{at}ucl.ac.uk





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/archdischild-2014-307869

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Child Abuse
	General Paediatrics

In 1988, I was first asked to give evidence in court in a case of suspected child abuse. I can recall that at that time there was little published research on which to base an opinion. There were certainly plenty of ex cathedra statements in textbooks but all too often this orthodoxy was not founded on empirical science.1 Over 25 years later, it is gratifying to see the extent to which research on non-accidental injury has come out of the shadows. The members of the research team at Cardiff University have been leaders in this field.
The developments of the last quarter century read like a textbook for medical students on different methodological approaches to a research question. Initially, there were case reports and small, single centre case series.2 Then the important cross-sectional study from Montreal.3 This was followed by case control studies.4 Now we have a longitudinal study.5
The authors criticise other studies for using selected populations, such as children attending baby clinics and outpatient appointments. However, this study also recruited children from selected well-baby clinics, hospital outpatient clinics and mother and baby groups. So it was not a geographical cohort study. Nor were the children representative of the population from which they were drawn—46% of the children were from the least deprived quintile and only 15% from the two most deprived … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	

Correction notice This paper has been amended since it was published Online First. In paragraph 10, the second sentence has been changed with the addition of the underlined words: “Few bruises are pathognomonic of non-accidental injury. In this study, two bruises to the cheek were noted from multiple data collections from premobile infants and two bruises to the ear in collections from early mobile infants—both rare sites for accidental injuries in any age group in my experience.” In addition to these changes, the final paragraph has been revised.
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